
  

A Message from AFPC President on the  
2024 Pueri Cantores Festival Season 

 

Dear Pueri Cantores family, 
 

The 2024 Festival Season has come to a close and what a triumphant few  
months it has been! On April 20th, 340 singers from 18 different Catholic 
School and parish youth choirs from around MD, DC, VA, PA, VA, and NC 
gathered together at the majestic Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception for the final 2024 Pueri Cantores Festival.  
 

This year, we organized a record number of 16 festivals across the country - 
from Orange County to Houston to Boston- which involved more than 2,400 
young singers from 157 different schools and parishes. It has been an absolute 
thrill to hear from our Pueri Cantores singers and choir directors across the 
nation about their local Festivals and favorite moments.  
 

Here are a few articles and videos I'd like to share with you from the 2024 
Festival Season: 
 

• Archdiocese of New York's The Good Newsroom article featuring the 
March 2nd New York Festival at Church of the Blessed Sacrament 

• Podcast featuring Dr. Dan Girardot from the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston Worship Office and Lizzie Cook, Fine Arts 
Director & Choir Director at St. Edward Catholic School, Spring as 
they discuss Pueri Cantores, the regional Houston Festival, and the 
44th International Congress of Pueri Cantores in Rome this past 
Dec/Jan 

• Chicago Catholic article featuring the Feb. 24 Chicago Festival at Holy 
Name Cathedral 

• Recorded March 9th Southern California Festival & Mass at Christ 
Cathedral with over 320 participating singers  

• Archdiocese of Boston's The Pilot article featuring the March 9th New 
England Festival at Cathedral of the Holy Cross  

• Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend's Today's Catholic featuring the 
Fort Wayne-South Bend Festival  

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__6vvauneab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0011RSSWjmFGRDBSrkGM6RURqnQ-5FscvAebc-2Dv3mt77ehd4c-5FaYZOs22XuPJrUrKvikwDq2PpoPGj2QOkJnB3tWXVT6o7rtxy0vaPSg4byV3Gwt1wldEUXi5YowNM6wIzOKLts9M59VxyHnhmchkRZImvvDagxB4Gclq68TnlXfyf9d0pTGqgXz14-5FiMhZr4-2DxCgGmGCV1bbkMjWcUSCr2N3uE9GzfGIHTDjzadSW8oEzC-5F9IfvQg8pang-3D-3D-26c-3DFmKQcJykifHOCwTIMluEnK9no2aat7Mfe6Ho9-5FnAfAw1chIvAYmOng-3D-3D-26ch-3D4t4Uy-2DH3y4QvxxK3DFT5Sq3gQAypDUbud-5FFBt7g6K8vzrwqX-2DnnQ-5Fw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=opBgxDmzYCivSIzoLmD_4s__zJ9WpF6o1-YO7nYQHg0&m=Clxyd1UZYlgXQ7VSi9MzxBe-hx6EamZUaokryJXAR6DSXb8XDrlllMmCa6gOtFJK&s=ppX-cjiJbpnJY-SMUIBO-h-mmvmgPsYzn2heNoaTOyM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__6vvauneab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0011RSSWjmFGRDBSrkGM6RURqnQ-5FscvAebc-2Dv3mt77ehd4c-5FaYZOs22XuPJrUrKvikwDq2PpoPGj2QOkJnB3tWXVT6o7rtxy0vaPSg4byV3Gwt1wldEUXi5YowNM6wIzOKLts9M59VxyHnhmchkRZImvvDagxB4Gclq68TnlXfyf9d0pTGqgXz14-5FiMhZr4-2DxCgGmGCV1bbkMjWcUSCr2N3uE9GzfGIHTDjzadSW8oEzC-5F9IfvQg8pang-3D-3D-26c-3DFmKQcJykifHOCwTIMluEnK9no2aat7Mfe6Ho9-5FnAfAw1chIvAYmOng-3D-3D-26ch-3D4t4Uy-2DH3y4QvxxK3DFT5Sq3gQAypDUbud-5FFBt7g6K8vzrwqX-2DnnQ-5Fw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=opBgxDmzYCivSIzoLmD_4s__zJ9WpF6o1-YO7nYQHg0&m=Clxyd1UZYlgXQ7VSi9MzxBe-hx6EamZUaokryJXAR6DSXb8XDrlllMmCa6gOtFJK&s=ppX-cjiJbpnJY-SMUIBO-h-mmvmgPsYzn2heNoaTOyM&e=
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We are working diligently to schedule our 2025 Festival Season, and dates 
and locations will be announced as they are confirmed. Please be sure to 
frequently check our website (www.pcchoirs.org) for posted information. We 
hope to see you and your choir again in 2025! 

  
We at the American Federation of Pueri Cantores send our very best to you, 
along with heartfelt gratitude for your involvement and support of our 
mission, young singers, and sacred music.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
   

  

Click on the collage below to view more photos from the 2024 Pueri 
Cantores Festival Season. 
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2025 Pueri Cantores Festival Season 
 

Below are a few Festivals confirmed for the 2025 season so far. Save-the-
dates will be posted as Festival dates/locations are confirmed. National 

Repertoires will be available in May. 
 

  
  
 

   

Festival Preparation Resources  
for Choir Directors 

 

 

What is Pueri Cantores, exploring 
the ins and outs of a Festival, and 
how best to prepare your choir 
(video) 
 
Watch a recording of a 2024 Pueri 
Cantores Festival & Mass (video) 

 

 

 

FAQ about Pueri Cantores Festivals 
 
AFPC/NCEA archived webinars for 
music teachers, choir directors, and 
worship leaders (videos) 
 
Choir organizational tips from Pueri 
Cantores conductor members 
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Meet the Singers 
 

 
 

  



  

  

  



  

Click here to sign up your child to be featured in a future AFPC newsletter.  

 

 
  

2024 AFPC-NCEA Webinar Series 
 

 

 

 

 

Pueri Cantores Presents: "We Sing" 
A three-part webinar series for Conductors of Catholic Student Choirs, 
Worship Leaders and Classroom Teachers, Elementary through High 

School 
 

Part 3: "How We Sing"  
Rehearsal Techniques with young singers 
that foster healthy singing, musicianship, 
and stylistic authenticity 

 

Tuesday, May 14th 

4pm ET / 3 pm CT / 1pm PT 
 

  

REGISTER HERE  
 

"Registration is free!* 
 

Join us for this live 45-minute presentation and 15-minute Q&A with the presenter. 
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In this webinar Carling FitzSimmons joins moderator Rudy 
Marcozzi to consider vocal health and development of young 
singers and changing voices while exploring liturgical repertory 
and rehearsal techniques that advance individual and ensemble 
musicianship and stylistic performance. 

 

 

Presented by: 

Carling FitzSimmons 

  

Conductor, singer, and arts educator, 
Carling FitzSimmons is the Artistic 
Director of the Spirito! Singers 
(Treble choirs from 5th-12 grades), 
and has worked with the Pro Musica 
Youth Chorus, Chicago Public 
Schools, and Merit School of Music. 
She is also the founder and Artistic 
Director of La Caccina, a professional 
ensemble that champions and 
performs diverse, innovative 
repertoire for women’s voices. 

 

Moderated by: 

Dr. Rudy 
Marcozzi 

  

An award-
winning 
educator 
(Dean and 

Professor Emeritus at Roosevelt 
University’s Chicago College of 
Performing Arts), Dr. Rudy 
Marcozzi is also an active 
professional church musician with 
extensive parish and university 
experience at local, regional, and 
diocesan levels. He is a member of 
The National Association of 
Pastoral Musicians, The Hymn 
Society of the United States and 
Canada, The North American 
Academy of Liturgy, and a board 
member of the American 
Federation of Pueri Cantores. He 
was a regular reviews contributor 
to Pastoral Music, and editor and 
contributing author for Preparing 
Your Catholic Wedding (Paulist 
Press). He currently serves as the 
Coordinator of Music Ministry at 
the Sheil Catholic Center at 
Northwestern University. 

 

 

 

In case you missed them... 
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Part 1: "Why We Sing" 

 
Carrie Elko joined moderator Dr. 
Rudy Marcozzi to discuss the 
cognitive, developmental, 
formational, and social benefits of 
choral and congregational singing in 
schools and parishes. Together with 
seminar participants they will explore 
the ways in which the skills used and 
developed through singing can 
transfer and enhance learning and 
development in all other dimensions 
of student learning and student life. 

 

 

Part 2: " What We Sing" 

 
In this 2nd webinar Carrie Elko 
joined moderator Rudy Marcozzi 
again to examine the ways in which a 
wide range of liturgical music can be 
used to build an age-appropriate, 
student-centric, and faith-based 
choral curriculum for school 
music (K-8, HS) and parish choral 
programs. Their discussion will 
consider vocal health, pedagogical 
objectives, effective sequencing, and 
helical structures that foster retention 
and growth.   

 

 

   

2023-24 Pueri Cantores  
Rome Congress Reminiscence 

 

 
 

   

 
 

  

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__6vvauneab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0011RSSWjmFGRDBSrkGM6RURqnQ-5FscvAebc-2Dv3mt77ehd4c-5FaYZOs22XtVV-5FUsKd5z-5F1mZgI6UXwDFSOHBXT6XUbUWRZYnA0R3HhOREFxWjJLvKF3ft7D2PHezHrj2PzOHI7DPzDttsNBst7ohQv203t-5FH6yeXe4J98lURFFDb5lD-2DuyvgZSQXqv6E6zBlCEhOdY1ZQ92tuCJOuvHhdDFB4NZ-2DDVvhNEd-5FdMVCnN4n2965bdnBlaH8LnR2aNP-5FhjtDt-26c-3DFmKQcJykifHOCwTIMluEnK9no2aat7Mfe6Ho9-5FnAfAw1chIvAYmOng-3D-3D-26ch-3D4t4Uy-2DH3y4QvxxK3DFT5Sq3gQAypDUbud-5FFBt7g6K8vzrwqX-2DnnQ-5Fw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=opBgxDmzYCivSIzoLmD_4s__zJ9WpF6o1-YO7nYQHg0&m=Clxyd1UZYlgXQ7VSi9MzxBe-hx6EamZUaokryJXAR6DSXb8XDrlllMmCa6gOtFJK&s=qmAZrf2aKbote06eHeUI05tyB4FxcUJzIsh-16XN61E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__6vvauneab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0011RSSWjmFGRDBSrkGM6RURqnQ-5FscvAebc-2Dv3mt77ehd4c-5FaYZOs22XtVV-5FUsKd5z-5F1mZgI6UXwDFSOHBXT6XUbUWRZYnA0R3HhOREFxWjJLvKF3ft7D2PHezHrj2PzOHI7DPzDttsNBst7ohQv203t-5FH6yeXe4J98lURFFDb5lD-2DuyvgZSQXqv6E6zBlCEhOdY1ZQ92tuCJOuvHhdDFB4NZ-2DDVvhNEd-5FdMVCnN4n2965bdnBlaH8LnR2aNP-5FhjtDt-26c-3DFmKQcJykifHOCwTIMluEnK9no2aat7Mfe6Ho9-5FnAfAw1chIvAYmOng-3D-3D-26ch-3D4t4Uy-2DH3y4QvxxK3DFT5Sq3gQAypDUbud-5FFBt7g6K8vzrwqX-2DnnQ-5Fw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=opBgxDmzYCivSIzoLmD_4s__zJ9WpF6o1-YO7nYQHg0&m=Clxyd1UZYlgXQ7VSi9MzxBe-hx6EamZUaokryJXAR6DSXb8XDrlllMmCa6gOtFJK&s=qmAZrf2aKbote06eHeUI05tyB4FxcUJzIsh-16XN61E&e=


  

 

Watch the above recorded New Year's 
Day Mass with Pope Francis. 

 

Please stay tuned for a special Rome Congress newsletter coming soon! 
 
  
 

 
  

  

Or make a one-time donation to Pueri Cantores here  
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2025 International Congress of Pueri Cantores 
 

  

Click on the image above to learn more about the 2025 International Congress 
of Pueri Cantores in Munich, Germany.  

 

  

AFPC President Paul French named NPM's 2024 
Pastoral Musician of the Year 

 

    

Click on the image above to read the full interview with Paul French. 
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