
Where can I download the festival music?
The majority of the repertoire music is available as free downloadable 
pdfs on the AFPC website HERE and HERE.
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Where can I order the 1-2 pieces that need to be purchased?
You may purchase the published titles through your preferred music distributor. AFPC
has an agreement with Loser’s Music in Lebanon, PA to provide Festival pieces at a
25% discount, and we encourage you to consider this option. Just email losers@lmf.net
with the requested song titles and number of copies needed, and be sure to mention
that you are an AFPC member to receive the 25% discount. As a matter of justice to
composers, arrangers and publishers, please order an adequate number of music
copies and refrain from distributing photocopied scores of those works under
copyright protection.

Do I have to rehearse the music with my choir ahead of time?
Yes! Choir directors and music teachers are encouraged to start rehearsing the
repertoire with their choirs in the fall. The more prepared your singers are, the more
they will get out of the festival experience. Rehearsed choirs make for a smooth,
efficient, and fun day for everyone. The repertoire is practical, accessible, and can also
be used throughout the year at your school and parish masses.

Are practice recordings available? 
Yes! Most of the pieces on the festival repertoire are offered at no extra cost as MP3
rehearsal recordings for participating choirs. Once you’ve registered your choir for a
Festival, an email will be sent to you to access the MP3s via a secure online webpage.
Be sure to register early to receive these valuable teaching aids!

Can you explain the difference between the individual preludes & group preludes?
The “Festival” part of the day is the prelude to the Mass. It begins with individual choirs
performing one sacred choral piece, followed by the combined choirs joining together
to sing two prelude pieces. The individual prelude portion is optional and is limited to
the first 5 choirs to submit their festival registration. All choirs must prepare the two
combined prelude pieces. 

The festival repertoire is a little ambitious for my fledgling choir, but I really want
to give my singers this festival experience. What do you suggest?

We encourage you to participate! Choirs of all skill levels can be found at our festivals. 

https://www.pcchoirs.org/downloadablemusic
https://www.pcchoirs.org/publicdomain
mailto:losers@lmf.net


Simply put: learn what you can as thoroughly as you are able. At the end of the day,
these festivals are about evangelizing our youth and introducing them to the power
and beauty of sacred music and worship, bringing them ever closer to God and
strengthening their faith.

Can my third graders participate?
We respectfully request that you do not bring your third graders to the festival simply
because we’ve found the festival day (7 hours with three 1-hour rehearsals & Mass) to
be too long for the younger singers. They lack the stamina and focus to stay engaged
throughout the long day. We encourage you to invite the third graders to attend the
Festival Mass as a congregant so they can witness what they have to look forward to
next year. 

What should my choir wear to the festival?
Choir robes, school uniforms, or white blouses and black pants or knee-length skirts are
all acceptable attire options. Singers may change into their robes during the final
break before the Festival begins.

How many chaperones can I bring?

We ask that each choir bring 1 adult chaperone for every 8-10 children in your group, in
addition to the choir director.

Some of my students are from low-income families and can’t afford to participate
in the festival. Is financial assistance available? 

Yes! We have scholarships availabe through the William H. Hannon Scholarship Fund.
Please contact the AFPC office for more information.

Can the singers’ families come to the Festival Mass?

Absolutely! The Festival Mass is open to the public, and we invite all family members
and friends to attend the special liturgy. Be sure to tell them to arrive 30 minutes early
for the preludes too!

Have more questions? Please contact the Pueri Cantores office.
www.pcchoirs.org  /  714-633-7554  /  info@pcchoirs.org

Does my choir have to be located within the diocese where a Festival is being
held in order to be eligible to participate?

Nope! There are no geographical limits to participate in a Pueri Cantores Festival. We
encourage your choir to travel to one (or more!) of our 15 regional Festivals offered this
school year. Click HERE to see where we'll be in 2023. We hope to have your choir join
us at a Festival!
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