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Composed in 1775, Franz Joseph Haydn’s Missa Brevis Sancti Joannis de Deo (Brief Mass in honor of St. John of God) was written for the Order 

of the Brothers of Mercy and dedicated to their patron, St. John of God (Joannis Cuidad, 1495-1565).  Noted for its conciseness, this Mass was 

originally presented with compact vocal and instrumental forces (four singers, two violins, cello, bass and organ). Brevity is the watchword of the

Gloria as it is compressed into a mere 31 measures, with vocal parts being assigned different lines of the text to be sung simultaneously in a technique 

known as ‘telescoping’. As was the tradition of the period, ironically, the Benedictus movement is anything but brief, and features an extended soprano 

aria and a fully elaborated part for the organ, and in performance Haydn took the opportunity to demonstrate his facility on the instrument to his 

patrons. It is from this movement that the alternative title of the work (“Little Organ Mass”) derives its name. 

  


