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COVID-19 Resources for Choir Directors
We at the American Federation Pueri Cantores are
committed to the health and wellbeing of our
choristers, families and teachers and want to help
pedagogues create efficient and safe spaces to assist
moving forward with choral programs. Please click
here to read the latest information from the
American Choral Director's Association regarding
communal singing and choral pedagogy during the
pandemic. Pages 12-30 address school situations,
while pages 80-86 address music in worship. Also,
please click here for the latest information from The
Voice Foundation's Journal of Voice regarding
choral singing and pedagogy.
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2021 Pueri Cantores Festival Season
We acknowledge the severity of COVID-19 and the dangers choral singing presents
at this time. The health and safety of our choristers and their families is of the utmost
importance to us. Should the threat of the pandemic relent by the time of the Festival
Season, it would be our great pleasure to offer these events to the young singers in
your area.

Virtual Choir Project

In case you missed it--- click on the image above to see and hear the virtual choir
with 60 students from around the U.S. performing as one united ensemble "Jubilate!"
(Be Joyful in the Lord) by Michael Bedford. During these uncertain and difficult
times, we hope the singers of the American Federation of Pueri Cantores will be a
bright light for you and your loved ones.

&

Outreach Initiative: Hispanic Ministry and
Evangelizing the Underserved
AFPC's core mission is to evangelize and transform children's lives by bringing them
closer to their faith through the study and performance of sacred music in the
liturgy. Thanks to the generous support and partnership of Our Sunday Visitor
Institute, AFPC has launched a new initiative to include outreach to rural and underserved urban populations, as well as, responding to the lack of sacred choral music
in the Spanish language.

AFPC has commissioned 3 Latino composers to create a body of sacred choral music
in the Spanish language to make available to the public and start implementing in
our Festival repertoires, beginning in 2022. These composers include Peter Kolar
(Director of the El Paso, TX Diocesan Choir), Carlos Zapién (Director of Music, St.
Augustine Cathedral in Tucson, AZ), and Jesús López Moreno (Director of the
Colegio de Infantes de la Insigne y Nacional Basilica de Santa Maria de Guadalupe
in Mexico City).
AFPC has chosen the Archdiocese of Omaha, NE to launch the inaugural rural
festival initiative, reaching farm communities in a 100-mile radius. AFPC intends for
this pilot program to be the start of many more such events around the U.S. in
coming years. With the aid and support of local leadership, the Omaha Festival will
take place in 2022.

Choir Organization during COVID-19

The Cathedral Choirs at the Episcopal Cathedral of Saint John the Divine, New York
City, began their 2020-21 season experimenting with different rehearsal paradigms
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In the sunny and warm days of September
and October, the Cathedral Choristers (35, 4th-8th graders) and the Cathedral
Chorale (35 adult volunteers) rehearsed outdoors in separate rehearsals with
facemasks while keeping 12-15 feet social distance. We used a portable sound system
and a Clavinova to lead the ensembles spread over an outside distance of 200+ feet.
In late October, we transitioned to inside the Cathedral which allows ample
space for social distancing. Measured by length or internal volume, the Cathedral is
one of the five largest church buildings in the world with over 600 feet of nave space.
After 25 minutes of rehearsal we take a five minute break, turn on industrial fans
and allow the air to recycle-doors remain open on the sides of the cathedral. All
members electing to be in-person get their temperature checked before entering and
are required to answer a short questionnaire verifying that they have followed CDC
guidelines since the last rehearsal.
Rehearsals are simultaneously broadcasted over Zoom on an Ipad for any members
electing to participate from home. We found our members comfortable with our setup as we followed CDC guidelines and a scientific aerosol study entitled the
International Coalition of Performing Arts Aerosol Study Round 2. With our services
online, the ensembles only rehearse in-person and combine together virtually as we
record virtual choir videos for our weekly online Sunday services. Choir members
create their individual choir videos following a synced conducting video, organ
accompaniment, and click track. Following all of these COVID-19 safety measures
has allowed our choirs to once again flourish and enjoy the beauty of singing
together. There have been moments of profound catharsis and healing as the choirs
once again hear their voices united together in song and prayer.
I hope you enjoy our recent virtual choir recording O How Amiable by Ralph
Vaughan Williams: https://youtu.be/AFRplin2ayw
Bryan Zaros
Associate Choirmaster
The Cathedral of St. John the Divine
New York, New York
----------------------------Looking for more resources? Click HERE to watch all the AFPC-NCEA webinars
for Conductors of Catholic Student Choirs, Worship Leaders and Classroom
Teachers. Click HERE to view sample virtual choir rehearsals and lessons.

NCCF Cantemus Fund

FIPC Spirituality Commission

Support Pueri Cantores today, and you can make a difference in the
lives of the youth of Our Church tomorrow!
Encounters with sacred music can have a profound, transformational and
lasting impact on the lives of young people. By bringing Catholic youth together
to sing beautiful music from the Church's rich historical repertoire, the
American Federation Pueri Cantores provides a unique opportunity to educate
and engage these young singers in their faith and in the arts. In addition, Pueri
Cantores offers resources and educational opportunities to conductors to assist
with their knowledge and training. Through its work, Pueri Cantores seeks to
bring the peace of Christ to our cities, our nation, and our world.

Make a Gift Here
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