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Pueri Cantores Mass Brings Young 
Voices Together in Sacred Song

More than 280 students 
from 22 diocesan 
schools in grades 4 

through 12, along with Catholic 
Homeschoolers, came together 
to share their talents through 
their voices in a Pueri Cantores 
(Latin for “young singers”) 
choir at a special Mass cele-
brated by Bishop Rhoades on 
Tuesday, March 7, at St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church in 
Fort Wayne. The students were 
led by Angie Gocur, Guest 
Conductor, and accompanied by 
Tim Robison, Organist.

The following homily was 
delivered by Bishop Rhoades 
during the Pueri Cantores Mass 
on Tuesday, March 7, at St. 
Charles Borromeo:

Today, the Church celebrates 
two early Christian martyrs — 
two young women who suf-
fered and died for Christ, who 
gave their lives rather than 
deny their faith in Jesus. The 
Greek word “martyr” means 
“witness.” Saints Perpetua and 
Felicity witnessed to Christ in 
their words and deeds, even 
to the point of shedding their 
blood for Him. Today, we thank 

BY NICOLE HAHN

Joshua Schipper
Students from across the diocese gather in sacred song on Tuesday, March 7, at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
in Fort Wayne for a Pueri Cantores Mass celebrated by Bishop Rhoades.PUERI CANTORES, page 16

10 Years as Pope: Pushing the Church to 
Bring the Gospel to the World 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — For 
a decade, even when discuss-
ing the internal workings of 
the Vatican, Pope Francis has 
insisted the Church is not the 
Church of Christ if it does not 
reach out, sharing the “joy of 
the Gospel” and placing the poor 
at the center of its attention. 

Signals that his papacy would 
be different started the moment 
he stepped out on the balcony 
of St. Peter’s Basilica the eve-
ning of March 13, 2013: He 
was not wearing a red, ermine-
trimmed cape, and he bowed as 
he asked the crowd to pray that 
God would bless him. 

His decision not to live in the 
Apostolic Palace, his invitations 
to Vatican trash collectors and 
gardeners and other employees 
to join him for his daily morning 
Mass, his insistence on going to 
the Italian island of Lampedusa 
to celebrate Mass and pray for 
migrants who had drowned in 

BY CINDY WOODEN

POPE FRANCIS, page 2CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Francis laughs as he jokingly asks 
the congregation a question while 
celebrating Mass with bishops, priests, 
and members of religious orders in 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Manila, Philippines, on 
Jan. 16, 2015.
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the Mediterranean captivated 
the attention of the media. 

But not everyone was 
pleased with the seeming ease 
with which he set aside pomp 
and protocol. And tensions 
within the Catholic community 
grew as he expressed open-
ness to LGBTQ Catholics and to 
those living in what the Church 
considers irregular marriage 
situations and when he said in 
an interview in 2013 that the 
Church cannot talk only about 
abortion, gay marriage, and 
contraception. 

One kind of summary of 
his first 10 years as pope can 
be found in numbers: He has 
made 40 trips abroad, visiting 
60 countries; in eight consis-
tories he created 95 cardinals 
under the age of 80 and eli-
gible to vote in a conclave and 
paid tribute to 26 churchmen 
over the age of 80; and he has 
presided over the canonizations 
of 911 new saints, including a 
group of more than 800 mar-
tyrs, but also Saints John Paul 
II, John XXIII, and Paul VI. 

In his first major document, 
the apostolic exhortation “The 
Joy of the Gospel,” he laid 
out a program for his papacy, 
looking inside the Church 
and outside at the world to 
see what needed to be done 
to “encourage and guide the 
whole Church in a new phase 
of evangelization, one marked 
by enthusiasm and vitality.” 

The document included 
a discussion of the need to 
reform Church institutions to 
highlight their missionary role; 
to encourage pastoral workers 
to listen to and stand with the 
people they were ministering to 
— his famous line about hav-
ing “the smell of the sheep”; 
to deepen an understanding 
of the Church as “the entire 
people of God” and not as an 
institution or, worse, a club of 
the elect; to integrate the poor 
into the Church and society, 
rather than simply see them 
as objects of assistance; and to 
promote peace and dialogue. 

For Canadian Cardinal 
Michael Czerny, Prefect of 
the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development, 
the agenda of Pope Francis 
is the original agenda of the 
Second Vatican Council. 

Unlike St. John Paul II and 
the late Pope Benedict XVI, 
Pope Francis did not attend any 
of the council sessions. And, in 
fact, because he was ordained 
to the priesthood on Dec. 13, 
1969, he is the first pope to be 
ordained a priest after Vatican 
II. 

“After Scripture and tradi-
tion, the council is the signifi-
cant foundation, and I would 
say, characteristic orientation 
of this papacy,” the cardinal 
told Catholic News Service. 
“He has taken the council not 
from a collection of decrees, but 
from the lived experience of 
the council as implemented, as 
lived, as tested, as developed, 

you might say, in the church of 
Latin America.” 

St. John XXIII launched the 
council with a pastoral focus on 
what it means to be the Church 
in the modern world, he said. 
The papacies of St. John Paul 
and Pope Benedict, he said, 
“reverted to a more doctrinal 
understanding of the council” 
with “some very good results 
and with some massive, unfin-
ished business.” 

While the work of Pope 
Francis’ predecessors was 
important, he said, “I don’t 
think it picked up the primary 
agenda (of the council), which 
was implementing a new 
understanding of Church in the 
modern world, a new way of 
evangelizing because the world 
is so different from how it was, 
let’s say, at the end of World 
War II.” 

Emilce Cuda, an Argentine 
theologian and Secretary of 
the Pontifical Commission for 
Latin America, agreed that a 
key to understanding Pope 
Francis’ pontificate is know-
ing how Vatican II was lived in 
Latin America with respect for 
popular piety and culture, and 
trust in the “sensus fidei,” the 
notion that the baptized togeth-
er have a “sense of faith” and 
an ability “to understand what 
God says to us, to His people, 
in every moment.” 

“There in the popular cul-
ture, in the peripheries, and in 
all the people of God, we can 
hear what God wants from us, 
or what God tells us to do in 
response to social problems 
and in the Church in each 
moment,” she said. “We are in 
history and history is a move-
ment, and the situation is not 
the same (as) in the 20th cen-
tury or in the 21st century.” 

As for disagreements with 
or even controversies about 
the papacy of Pope Francis, 
Cardinal Czerny warned against 
confusing “loud with repre-

sentative or loud with major-
ity. Loud doesn’t mean any of 
those things; it means loud.” 

But, he said, “the patience 
of Pope Francis” leads him and 
encourages others to recognize 
that the pope’s critics “are not 
100 percent off beam,” or off 
track; there usually is a grain 
of truth in what they say or an 
important value they hold dear 
that is being overlooked. 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of 
Newark, New Jersey, told CNS 
he believes the first 10 years of 
Pope Francis’ pontificate have 
been preparation for “what’s 
happening right now, and 
that’s the synodal conversa-
tion.” 

The Second Vatican Council 
called Catholics to read the 
“signs of the times” and 
respond. And, the cardinal 
said, “this notion that we don’t 
have automatically prepared 
prescriptions for every chal-
lenge that faces us leads us 
to a fundamental tenet of our 
belief,” which is belief “in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life.” 

The synod process, which 
began with listening to people 
around the globe and will move 
toward two assemblies mainly 
of bishops, is about listening to 
the Holy Spirit. 

While the synod involves 
meetings, Cardinal Tobin said, 
“synodality is a way of being 
Church. It’s an ancient way 
of being Church that is being 
recovered and lived in the cir-
cumstances in which we face 
ourselves today. And so, to my 
mind, that’s sort of the cap-
stone of what Pope Francis has 
been working for over the last 
decade.” 

“I’ve called synodality 
his long game,” the cardinal 
said. “He’s convinced that the 
changed circumstances of our 
world and our world going 
forward demand a new appre-
ciation for the role of the Holy 

Spirit and a way to access that 
gift that is given to all of us by 
virtue of our baptism.” 

Pope Francis has been lay-
ing the foundation for the 
new synod process since the 
beginning of his pontificate, 
said Cardinal Blase J. Cupich of 
Chicago. “There’s an organic 
whole to all of this.”

“I just wonder if, from the 
very beginning, he had in his 
mind that this would be the 
trajectory of his pontificate, and 
the synod on synodality I think 
is, in some way, the opportu-
nity for him to pull everything 
together,” he said. “There are 
people who want him to go 
faster, but he wants things 
to be held together and the 
Church to be held together.” 

Asked what he thought was 
the most significant aspect of 
Pope Francis’ pontificate, the 
cardinal cited his predecessor, 
the late Cardinal Francis E. 
George, who participated in the 
2013 conclave, and said the 
best description of Pope Francis 
was “He’s free.” 

“He’s free in the sense of 
wanting to listen to different  
voices in the life of the Church,” 
Cardinal Cupich said. “He’s free 
in being imaginative, but also 
he has the kind of freedom that 
really allows him to be joyful in 
this ministry.” 

“John Paul II told us what 
we should do. Benedict told 
us why we should do it. And 
Francis is saying, ‘Do it,’” the 
cardinal said. Pope Francis is 
leading by example in how he 
cares for the poor, sees God 
at work in people’s real lives, 
and reaches out to people often 
overlooked by the Church. 

“I think history will look 
back on this pontificate as his-
toric, as pivotal in the life of the 
Church,” Cardinal Cupich said. 

© Catholic News Service 
/U.S Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.

POPE FRANCIS, from page 1

CNS photo/Paul Haring
Pope Francis bows his head in prayer during his election night appearance on the central balcony of St. Peter’s 
Basilica at the Vatican on March 13, 2013. The crowd joined the pope in silent prayer after he asked them to pray that 
God would bless him.
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Public schedule of 
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 

Monday, Mar. 20: 8:30 a.m. – Mass and Pastoral Visit, St. 
Therese Catholic School, Fort Wayne

Thursday, Mar. 23: 8:30 a.m. – Meeting of Our Sunday 
Visitor Board of Directors, Archbishop Noll Center, Fort 
Wayne

Thursday, Mar. 23: Noon – Mass, Good Shepherd Chapel, 
Archbishop Noll Center, Fort Wayne

Thursday, Mar. 23: 5:30 p.m. – Unveiling Ceremony for 
Replica of Michelangelo’s Pieta, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Church, Fort Wayne

Friday, Mar. 24: 7 p.m. – Confirmation Mass, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Church, Fort Wayne

Saturday, Mar. 25: 10 a.m. – Mass Celebrating Inauguration 
of President of Holy Cross College, St. Joseph Chapel, 
Holy Cross College, Notre Dame

Saturday, Mar. 25: 2 p.m. – Inauguration of Dr. Marco Clark 
as President of Holy Cross College, Pfeil Center, Holy 
Cross College, Notre Dame

Sunday, Mar. 26: 2 p.m. – Confirmation Mass, Our Lady of 
Good Hope Church, Fort Wayne

Parishes are Listed in Order by Date
MARCH
St. Thomas the Apostle, Elkhart: March 19-21 
Holy Family, South Bend: March 19-21 

MAY
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Warsaw: May 3-5 

JUNE
St. Francis Xavier, Pierceton: June 4-6 
St. Patrick, Ligonier: June 11-13 
St. Pius X, Granger: June 11-13 
St. Anthony de Padua, South Bend: June 11-13 
Sacred Heart, Notre Dame: June 16-18 
SS. Peter and Paul, Huntington: June 25-27 
St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr, South Bend: June 25-27 
St. Catharine, Nix Settlement: June 26 
St. Joseph, Roanoke: June 27 

JULY
St. Martin de Porres, Syracuse: July 16-18 
St. Henry, Fort Wayne: July 16-18 
St. Mary of the Presentation, Geneva: July 23-25 

AUGUST
St. Rose of Lima, Monroeville: Aug. 6-8 
St. Jude/Sacred Heart, South Bend: Aug. 6-8
St. Mary of the Assumption, Avila: Aug. 13-15 
St. Peter, Fort Wayne: Aug. 13-15 

St. Dominic Church, Bremen – March 19: 10:30 a.m.
 St. Dominic Parish, Bremen

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Fort Wayne  
 – March 24: 7 p.m.
 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Fort Wayne

Our Lady of Good Hope Church, Fort Wayne  
 – March 26: 2 p.m.
 Our Lady of Good Hope Parish, Fort Wayne

Our Lady of Hungary Church, South Bend  
 – March 31: 7 p.m.
 Our Lady of Hungary Parish, South Bend

St. Michael Church, Plymouth – April 1: 10 a.m.
 St. Michael Parish, Plymouth

St. Rose of Lima Church, Monroeville – April 9: 10 a.m.
 St. Rose of Lima Parish, Monroeville

St. John the Baptist Church, New Haven – April 10: 7 p.m.
 St. John the Baptist Parish, New Haven
 St. Louis Besancon Parish, New Haven

Blessed Sacrament Church, Albion – April 11: 7 p.m.
 St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, Avilla
 Blessed Sacrament Parish, Albion
 Immaculate Conception Parish, Kendallville

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne  
 – April 13: 7 p.m. 
 *Bishop Michael A. Blume, SVD celebrating
 Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Parish,  
 Fort Wayne
 St. Mary Mother of God Parish, Fort Wayne
 St. Peter Parish, Fort Wayne
 St. Joseph Parish, Fort Wayne
 Queen of Angels Parish, Fort Wayne

St. Joseph - Hessen Cassel Church, Fort Wayne  
 – April 14: 7 p.m. 
 *Bishop Michael A. Blume, SVD celebrating
 St. Joseph - Hessen Cassel Parish, Fort Wayne
 St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder
 
St. Vincent de Paul Church, Fort Wayne  
 – April 15: 10 a.m. 
 *Bishop Michael A. Blume, SVD celebrating
 St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Fort Wayne

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Warsaw  
 – April 16: 10:30 a.m.
 Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Warsaw

St. Mary Church, Huntington – April 20: 7 p.m.
 St. Mary Parish, Huntington
 SS. Peter and Paul Parish, Huntington
 St. Joseph Parish, Roanoke
 St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish, Columbia City
 St. Robert Bellarmine Parish, North Manchester
 St. Bernard Parish, Wabash

St. John the Baptist Church, Fort Wayne – April 21: 7 p.m.
 St. John the Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne
 St. Therese Parish, Fort Wayne 
 St. Henry Parish, Fort Wayne

St. Mary of the Assumption Church, Decatur  
 – April 22: 10 a.m. 
 St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, Decatur
 St. Joseph Parish, Bluffton

St. Patrick Church, Arcola – April 23: 2 p.m.
 St. Patrick Parish, Arcola

St. Paul of the Cross Parish, Columbia City  
 – April 25: 7 p.m.
 St. Paul of the Cross Parish, Columbia City
 St. John Bosco Parish, Churubusco
 Immaculate Conception Parish, Ege

Queen of Peace Church, Mishawaka – April 27: 7 p.m. 
 *Bishop Michael A. Blume, SVD celebrating
 Queen of Peace Parish, Mishawaka

St. Mary’s of the Lake Church, Culver – April 28: 7 p.m. 
 *Bishop Michael A. Blume, SVD celebrating
 St. Mary’s of the Lake Parish, Culver

St. Matthew Cathedral, South Bend – April 29: 10 a.m. 
 *Bishop Michael A. Blume, SVD celebrating
 Holy Family Parish, South Bend
 St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish, New Carlisle
 St. John the Baptist Parish, South Bend
 St. Patrick Parish, Walkerton
 St. Therese, Little Flower Parish, South Bend
 St. Augustine Parish, South Bend
 Sacred Heart Parish, Notre Dame

Basilica of the Sacred Heart Church, Notre Dame  
 – April 30: noon
 Basilica of the Sacred Heart Parish, Notre Dame

Immaculate Conception Church, Auburn – May 4: 7 p.m.
 Immaculate Conception Parish, Auburn
 St. Joseph Parish, Garrett

St. Pius X Church, Granger – May 7: 2 p.m.
 St. Pius X Parish, Granger

St. Vincent de Paul Church, Elkhart  
 – May 12: 7 p.m. and May 13: 10 a.m.
 St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Elkhart

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Elkhart  
 – May 13: 4:30 p.m.
 St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, Elkhart

St. Anthony of Padua Church, Angola – May 18: 7 p.m.
 St. Anthony of Padua Parish, Angola

St. Adalbert Church, South Bend – May 21: 5 p.m.
 St. Adalbert Parish, South Bend

Adult Confirmations
St. Matthew Cathedral, South Bend – May 27: 4 p.m.

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne  
 – May 28: 11:30 a.m.
 
St. Patrick Church, Ligonier – June 4: 3 p.m.
 St. Patrick Parish, Ligonier

St. Patrick Church, Fort Wayne – July 1: 6 p.m.
 St. Patrick Parish, Fort Wayne FORTY HOURS, page 4

CONFIRMATION MASSES IN SPRING 2023
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St. Mary of the Assumption, Decatur: Aug. 13-15 
St. Hedwig and St. Patrick, South Bend: Aug. 14-16 
St. John the Baptist, New Haven: Aug. 20-22 
Queen of Peace, Mishawaka: Aug. 20-22 
St. Bernard, Wabash: Aug. 20-23 
St. Monica, Mishawaka: Aug. 27-29 
St. John the Baptist and  
Sacred Heart, Fort Wayne: Aug. 27-29 
St. Vincent de Paul, Elkhart: Aug. 27-29 

SEPTEMBER
Corpus Christi, South Bend: Sept. 8-10 
St. Michael the Archangel, Waterloo: Sept. 10-12 
Immaculate Conception, Kendallville: Sept. 10-12 
St. Mary of the Lake, Culver: Sept. 10-12 
St. Patrick, Fort Wayne: Sept. 10-12 
St. Patrick, Arcola: Sept. 17-19 
St. Matthew Cathedral, South Bend: Sept. 17-19
St. Michael, Plymouth: Sept. 24-26 

OCTOBER
Sacred Heart, Warsaw: Oct. 1-3 
St. Louis, Besancon, New Haven: Oct. 1-3 
St. Therese, Little Flower, South Bend: Oct. 1-3 
St. Therese, Fort Wayne: Oct. 8-10 
St. Jude, Fort Wayne: Oct. 15-17 
Holy Cross, South Bend: Oct. 15-17 
St. Joseph-Hessen Cassel, Fort Wayne: Oct. 15-17 

NOVEMBER
St. Dominic, Bremen: Nov. 5-7 
St. Aloysius, Yoder: Nov. 5-7 
St. Stanislaus Kostka, New Carlisle: Nov. 12-14 
St. Gaspar del Bufalo, Rome City: Nov. 19-21 
St. Joseph, Bluffton: Nov. 26-28 
Christ the King, South Bend: Nov. 26-28 

DECEMBER
Most Precious Blood, Fort Wayne: Dec. 3-5 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception and 
St. Mary Mother of God, Fort Wayne: Dec. 3-5 
St. Mary of the Annunciation, Bristol: Dec. 3-5 

2024
JANUARY
St. Paul of the Cross, Columbia City: Jan. 14-16, 
2024 
St. John Bosco, Churubusco and Immaculate 
Conception, Ege: Jan. 28-30, 2024 

FEBRUARY
St. Joseph, Garrett:  Feb. 11-13, 2024 
Immaculate Conception, Auburn: Feb. 18-20, 
2024 
St. Charles Borromeo, Fort Wayne: Feb. 25-27, 
2024 

MARCH
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Fort Wayne: March 
3-5, 2024 
St. Casimir, South Bend: March 3-5, 2024 
St. Joseph, Fort Wayne: March 10-12, 2024 
St. Joseph, South Bend: March 17-19, 2024 
St. Joseph, Mishawaka: March 17-19, 2024 
St. John the Evangelist, Goshen: March 17-19, 
2024 
Queen of Angels, Fort Wayne: March 17-19, 2024

APRIL
St. Vincent de Paul, Fort Wayne: April 14-16, 2024 
Blessed Sacrament, Albion: April 14-16, 2024 
St. Adalbert, South Bend: April 21-23, 2024 
St. Robert Bellarmine, North Manchester: April 
21-23, 2024 

MAY
St. Joseph, LaGrange: May 12-14, 2024 

JUNE
St. Augustine, South Bend: June 1-3, 2024 
St. Anthony of Padua, Angola: June 2-4, 2024
St. John the Baptist, South Bend: June 23-25, 2024 

FORTY HOURS, from page 3

This list has been updated.  
For the complete schedule, visit  

diocesefwsb.org/eucharist.

Vatican Stamps Commemorate 
Pope’s 10th Anniversary 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
The Vatican Philatelic and 
Numismatic Office is marking 
the 10th anniversary of Pope 
Francis’ election with a series 
of four postage stamps. 

“We want to celebrate 
some of the most significant 
moments of Pope Francis’ 
pontificate,” officials said in 
a statement announcing the 
stamps would go on sale on 
Feb. 27, just about two weeks 
before the anniversary of the 
pope’s election on March 13, 
2013. 

The 1.20-euro stamp fea-
tures a photo of Pope Francis 
praying during the Mass he 
celebrated to inaugurate his 
papacy on March 19, 2013. 

The photo on the 1.25-euro 

stamp shows Pope Francis 
kissing the Book of the Gospels 
and, officials said, was chosen 
to celebrate the Sunday of the 
Word of God, a celebration 
Pope Francis decided in 2019 
to add to the Church’s calendar. 

The third stamp, carrying 
a value of 2.40 euros, shows 
Pope Francis smiling during the 
sacrament of reconciliation and 
marks his institution of the “24 
Hours for the Lord,” a Lenten 
observance in Rome and at 
the Vatican focused on making 
confession widely and easily 
available. 

The final stamp, with a face 
value of 3.10 euros, features 
a photo from Pope Francis’ 
first pastoral trip outside of 
Rome. He flew to the Italian 

island of Lampedusa on July 
8, 2013, to pray for the thou-
sands of migrants who had lost 
their lives trying to cross the 
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Mental Health Crisis Response Bill Key Priority For ICC 

As lawmakers debate 
the next state budget, 
the Indiana Catholic 

Conference is among the cho-
rus of voices calling for full 
funding of a measure that 
would extend a lifeline to 
people experiencing a mental 
health crisis. 

The ICC recently joined 
numerous faith leaders in a 
“Call for Care” rally in support 
of Senate Bill 1, which would 
transform emergency response 
procedures in mental health 
crisis situations. Supporters 
consider it a potentially lifesav-
ing measure that would more 
properly and safely address 
the needs of those in extreme 
distress due to mental illness or 
addiction. 

“People dealing with mental 
health issues are vulnerable 
and are deserving of dignity,” 
said Angela Espada, Executive 
Director of the ICC, the public 
policy voice of the Catholic 
Church in Indiana. “Too often 
in our communities, we have 
seen people suffering from 
mental health crises responded 
to by police, who are usu-
ally not equipped or trained 
to handle these types of situ-
ations. Sadly, many of these 
crises have ended in the death 
of the person who needed 
assistance.” 

For Espada, who spoke at a 
news conference held in con-
junction with the March 7 rally 
at the Statehouse, this reality 
is deeply personal. She has 
a connection to the family of 
Herman Whitfield, a 39-year-
old pianist and composer, who 
died at his parents’ home in 
Indianapolis last April after 
suffering a mental health crisis 
and being tased by police. 

“Had an appropriate 
response system been avail-
able, there is very little doubt 
in my mind that he would be 
alive today,” Espada said. 

Backed by the governor’s 

office and a growing coali-
tion of Hoosiers, Senate Bill 1 
would boost local implementa-
tion of the 988 national suicide 
and crisis hotline launched last 
year and continue building an 
infrastructure to provide for the 
mental health needs of people 
in the most urgent situations. 
The legislation would establish 
mobile crisis intervention teams 
that are trained to respond to 
mental health emergencies 
across Indiana’s 92 counties 
and fund additional communi-
ty-based mental health clinics 
statewide. 

The measure, which passed 
the Senate unanimously in 
February, is now moving 
through the House. Despite 
the broad base of support for 
the bill, advocates are alarmed 
because the legislation was 
stripped of its proposed $30 
million funding during delib-
erations in the Senate. 

But the author of the 
bill, Sen. Michael Crider 
(R-Greenfield), remains con-
fident that the measure will 
not only make it through the 
General Assembly, but receive 
the funding required to imple-
ment it. 

“Right now, everything 
looks good, and I don’t antici-
pate any problems at all in the 
House with the bill moving,” 
Crider said. “The thing that 
most people are concerned 
about is the finance portion of 
it, which will be an end-to-the-
process decision and part of the 
budget discussions.” 

This is a long session of the 
General Assembly, held every 
other year and culminating in 
the passage of the state’s two-
year budget, which originates 
in the House. Crider explained 
that because his bill originated 
in the Senate but had a budget 
appropriation attached, it was 
not unusual for the proposed 
funding to be removed and 
tabled for the budget discus-

sions late in the legislative 
cycle. 

“I’m committed to be in 
there fighting for all the bud-
get we can get,” said Crider, 
a member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. 
“This has been my mission 
for the last decade, and it’s 
encouraging to see us get to 
this point. I’m very, very hope-
ful that we’re going to get sub-
stantial changes made for the 
people of Indiana.” 

The lawmaker has seen 
first-hand the pressing need 
for improved mental health 
services in the state. In a for-
mer role as Director of Disaster 
Management and Security at 
Hancock Regional Hospital in 
Greenfield, Crider frequently 
had to calm down crisis situa-
tions in the emergency room. 

“This is an issue that cap-
tured my attention, and I knew 
there had to be improvement in 
that space,” he said. “I firmly 
believe that if we can get help 
to people when they need it, 
they won’t end up in our emer-
gency rooms and in our county 
jails.” 

Crider credits the faith com-
munity and the other wide-
ranging coalition of advocates 
who continue to support Senate 
Bill 1. 

“I have not had a bill in my 
11 sessions where so many 
groups are as engaged as they 
are on this issue,” he said. 
“The faith-based community 
has come along with this effort 
in a tremendous way, along 
with leaders in education, busi-

ness, law enforcement, and so 
many other areas to get this 
bill successfully passed and 
funded. It’s really impressive, 
and I am thrilled with that.” 

The March 7 “Call for Care” 
rally, sponsored by the advoca-
cy group Faith in Indiana, drew 
leaders from a cross-section of 
Christian faiths as well as the 
Jewish community. 

“Regardless of the particular 
religion, one of the common 
themes that day was respect-
ing the dignity of the person,” 
Espada said. 

That pillar of Catholic 
social teaching underscores 
all of the ICC’s priorities at 
the Statehouse. As is the case 
during every session of the 
General Assembly, Espada 
explained that the ICC supports 
or opposes proposed legislation 
according to the long history of 
Catholic social teaching. 

In addition to Senate Bill 1, 
the ICC is tracking other legis-
lation of interest in this second 
half of the 2023 session, antici-
pated to conclude at the end 
of April. The ICC strongly sup-
ports the school choice expan-
sion elements of House Bill 
1001, the budget bill, which 
likely will face challenges in the 
Senate. 

House Bill 1009, backed by 
the ICC and numerous other 
advocates, would allow a court 
order to require a father to pay 
for half of pregnancy and child-
birth expenses. The measure, 
authored by Rep. Elizabeth 
Rowray (R-Yorktown), passed 
the House almost unanimously 
and is now moving through the 
Senate. 

Some bills have stalled 
at the Statehouse, including 
Senate Bill 248, which would 
have provided undocumented 
immigrants in Indiana with 
legal driving privileges — a 
move that supporters maintain 
would offer both economic and 
public safety benefits. Despite a 

coalition of allies that included 
the ICC and other advocates, 
law enforcement officials and 
business leaders, the measure 
did not advance past the Senate 
appropriations committee. 

“It got further along than 
it did in prior years,” Espada 
said. “In the 20-plus other 
states that offer this, it’s 
financially a boon to the state. 
Although there are up-front 
costs with issuing and track-
ing the driving cards, we know 
the state would get that money 
back over time. It’s disappoint-
ing that the Senate commit-
tee couldn’t see the benefit in 
that.” 

But the stoppage of another 
measure is welcome news for 
the ICC and other advocates 
concerned about the most vul-
nerable in Indiana. House Bill 
1547 would have expanded 
certain subprime loans and 
allowed a new high-interest 
loan product on the market that 
the ICC deemed “predatory.” 

“A lot of allies were working 
against this legislation,” said 
Alexander Mingus, Associate 
Director of the ICC. “We are 
grateful to the Catholic faithful 
who contacted their lawmak-
ers, and we call on everyone to 
stay engaged during this next 
critical phase of the legislative 
session.” 

INDIANA 
CATHOLIC 
CONFERENCE
BY VICTORIA ARTHUR

To follow priority legislation of the 
ICC, visit indianacc.org. This 
website includes access to 
I-CAN, the Indiana Catholic 
Action Network, which offers 
the Church’s position on key 
issues. Those who sign up for 
I-CAN receive alerts on legisla-
tion moving forward and ways 
to contact their elected repre-
sentatives.  

REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE

APRIL 21-23, 2023
St. Jude Catholic Church

Grand Rapids, MI

OUR CONFERENCE DIRECTOR

FR. KEVIN JOYCE 
Omaha, Nebraska

Hosted by His Global Love Ministries
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CNS photos/Courtesy of the Vatican Philatelic and Numismatic OfficeMediterranean, to offer words 
of hope to the asylum seekers 
who had made the crossing, 
and to encourage everyone to 
help the newcomers. 

© Catholic News Service 
/ U.S Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. Download brochure and registration form at: tinyurl.com/HGL-Registration-Brochure
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German Synodal 
Assembly Allows 
Women to Preach at 
Mass, Clears the Way 
for Church Blessing of 
Same-Sex Couples
FRANKFURT, Germany (OSV 
News) — The final assembly 
of the German Synodal Way 
took place in Frankfurt March 
9-11, where 230 bishops and 
lay representatives discussed 
issues such as blessings for 
homosexual couples, the ordi-
nation of women, a relaxation 
of mandatory celibacy, and 
greater Church involvement for 
lay people. The agenda, with 
10 resolution texts, reflected the 
will to “arrive at visible chang-
es,” the President of the German 
Bishops’ Conference, Bishop 
Georg Bätzing, said in Frankfurt 
on March 9. “This Church 
deserves that we do not leave 
it as it is,” German agency KNA 
reported him saying. On March 
10, KNA reports, the assembly 
decided that in the near future, 
there will be blessing ceremo-
nies for same-sex couples in 
the Catholic Church in Germany. 
People who have divorced and 
then remarried in a civil part-
nership should also be able to 
have their relationship blessed 
in the Church. Following a con-
troversial debate, KNA wrote, 
the synodal path reform project 
adopted a corresponding text in 
Frankfurt on March 10 with a 
majority of more than 90 per-
cent. The recommendations in 
the paper are developing and 
introducing appropriate liturgi-
cal celebrations and ceremo-
nies. The assembly also decided 
that women will be permitted to 
preach during Mass.

Catholics Must Reject 
‘Sectarian Partisan 
Lens’ and ‘Live 
The Truth’ of their 
Faith, Says Former 
Congressman
WASHINGTON, D.C. (OSV 
News) — Despite being labeled 
a Democratic “heretic” by the 
media for his pro-life stand and 
his support for traditional mar-
riage, former Congressman Dan 
Lipinski told a Washington, 
D.C. conference he never backed 
down from “what I knew was 
true.” “It is our responsibil-
ity, especially because of our 
Catholic faith, to live the truth 
no matter what profession that 
we are in,” Lipinski said on 
March 10. “What we need to 
do is to be Catholic first. This 
means adhering to the truth 
in this post-truth world. It’s 
not always going to be easy. 
Sometimes we will be hated. 
We will have to make per-
sonal sacrifices.” Lipinski, 56, 
who represented Illinois’ 3rd 
Congressional District for eight 

terms, from 2005 to 2021, was 
a keynote speaker during a 
conference on “Journalism in a 
Post-Truth World,’’ sponsored 
by EWTN News and Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, Ohio, 
at the Museum of the Bible in 
Washington, D.C. The March 
10-11 conference, held in per-
son and livestreamed, included 
panel discussions on the state of 
modern journalism and religion 
coverage, media ethics, media 
bias, the upsides and pitfalls of 
using social media, and how to 
cover the Catholic Church. 

Wyoming Governor 
Weighs ‘Unforeseen 
Consequences’ of 
Abortion Bills Still on 
His Desk
CHEYENNE, Wyo. (OSV News) 
— Wyoming’s legislature 
passed two pieces of legislation 
in March that would restrict 
abortion in the state, but the 
bills are still under consider-
ation by the governor. The bills, 
one of which would prohibit 
most abortions in the state with 
narrow exceptions for cases 
of rape or incest, risks to the 
mother’s life, or “a lethal fetal 
anomaly,” and one that would 

restrict the use of abortion-
inducing drugs, were approved 
by the state’s legislature. 
Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon, a 
Republican who has signed pro-
life measures in the past, has 
not yet indicated whether he 
will sign the legislation. He told 
reporters in the state that he is 
still weighing the constitution-
ality of the bills and seeking to 
ensure they won’t have unfore-
seen consequences. State law 
gives Gordon 15 days to veto 
legislation if he so chooses, oth-
erwise it becomes law. Asked 
about the status of the bills, 
a spokesman for Gordon told 
OSV News on March 10 that the 
governor has until March 18 to 
consider them. 

Attacks on Nicaragua’s 
Catholic and Civil 
Society Entities Must 
Stop, Says Human 
Rights Watch Head
UNITED NATIONS (OSV News) 
— Nicaragua’s assaults on 
Catholic and other educational 
institutions, its stripping politi-
cal opponents of citizenship, 
and its arrest of political oppo-
nents must stop, said Human 
Rights Watch’s Acting Executive 

Director, Tirana Hassan. “The 
situation in Nicaragua has been 
getting progressively worse. 
What we have been seeing is 
there has been an attack on 
political opposition, on civil 
society, on Catholic institutions, 
and the Church itself,” Hassan 
told OSV News on March 9. 
She was speaking two days 
after Nicaragua’s government-
run newspaper, La Gaceta, 
announced the cancellation of 
the legal status of the coun-
try’s Universidad Juan Pablo 
II and Universidad Cristiana 
Autónoma de Nicaragua “for 
being in breach of their obliga-
tions under the laws that regu-
late them.” Hassan said HRW 
has seen “attacks all across the 
board on civil society, freedom 
of religion, and … on political 
participation,” by Nicaragua’s 
government. Asked about the 
cancellation of the universities’ 
legal status and the reported 
widespread abuses, Stéphane 
Dujarric, Spokesman for U.N. 
Secretary General António 
Guterres said, “We’ve been fol-
lowing this closely.” He told 
OSV News on March 10, “It is 
another example of the shrink-
ing space for civil society that 
we are seeing in Nicaragua.” 

King Charles III Meets 
Catholic Delegation, 
Other Religious 
Leaders Ahead of 
Coronation 
LONDON (OSV News) — 
England’s Catholic cardinal has 
pledged his Church’s allegiance 
to King Charles III ahead of his 
May 6 coronation, as the new 
monarch praised the work of 
faith communities in national 
life. “For so many years, we 
have observed your desire and 
unstinting efforts to explore and 
enhance the well-being of the 
entire human family, through 
your commitment to religious 
faith, protection of the environ-
ment, and relief of poverty,” 
said Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
of Westminster. “The Catholic 
community is profoundly sup-
portive of these fundamen-
tal concerns, as we strive to 
offer our society, your king-
dom, an education for young 
people that is rooted in faith 
and its consequent commit-
ment to human dignity.” The 
cardinal spoke while heading 
a 12-member Catholic delega-
tion to a March 9 ceremony in 
London’s Buckingham Palace, 
during which similar pledges 
were made by the representa-
tives of the Protestant Church of 
England and Church of Scotland 
and 27 other Christian denomi-
nations, as well as of Jewish 
communities, royal academies, 
city guilds, and historic uni-
versities. Meanwhile, the king 
paid tribute to the contribution 
of churches and other associa-
tions to the United Kingdom’s 
“national fabric,” and to 
advancing mutual knowledge 
and understanding.

High School Juniors, 
Seniors Invited to 
Enter USCCB Religious 
Liberty Essay Contest
WASHINGTON, D.C. (OSV 
News) — The U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Committee 
for Religious Liberty, along with 
the USCCB Secretariat of Catholic 
Education and Our Sunday 
Visitor Institute, is hosting a reli-
gious liberty essay contest for 
high school juniors and seniors. 
The contest, titled “Witnesses to 
Freedom,” requires participants 
to “share the story of a wit-
ness to freedom.” “Participants 
should choose one person or 
group, such as an organization 
or community, who is impor-
tant in the story of religious 
freedom,” according to contest 
rules posted online. Essays 
are due by March 24. Winners 
will be announced in May. The 
first-place essay will be pub-
lished by Our Sunday Visitor, 
and the author will be awarded 
a $2,000 scholarship. General 
information can be found online 
at usccb.org/religious-liberty-
essay.

News Briefs
Gunman Attacks Jehovah’s Witness Hall in Germany; 
Seven Reported Dead, Including Gunman

OSV News photo/Fabrizio Bensch, Reuters

People lay down flowers and candles outside a building housing a Jehovah’s Witness 
meeting hall in Hamburg, Germany, on March 10, after a deadly shooting. German 
police were searching for a possible motive after a shooter opened fire on March 9 at 
the place of worship, killing six people, including an unborn baby, and then killing 
himself.
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Pope From ‘Ends of the Earth’ Brings New Style to Rome 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Right 
from the start, upon his elec-
tion, Pope Francis presented 
a whole new style of being 
pontiff. 

The way he spoke to the 
vast crowd after his election on 
March 13, 2013, was familial 
and down-to-earth, beginning 
with, “Brothers and sisters, 
good evening,” and ending 
with “We’ll see each other 
soon!” and “Have a good night 
and sleep well!” 

He repeatedly referred to 
himself as “Bishop of Rome,” 
which eventually ended up 
being his sole title in the 
“Annuario Pontificio,” the 
Vatican yearbook, and would 
be another sign of his vision 
for renewal by promoting a 
more collegial and decentral-
ized Church. 

And his invitation to the 
crowd on the day he was elect-
ed — “Let’s begin this journey” 
with “fraternity, love, trust,” 
and prayer, and “may it be 
fruitful for evangelization” — 
was a clear sign of a new style 
he saw for the entire Church, 
that of synodality, with all 
brothers and sisters in the faith 
walking, praying, and evange-
lizing together. 

That first night also gave a 
glimpse into how Pope Francis 
would lead the universal 
Church in the uncharted situ-
ation of having a retired pope 
in the wings. He led every-
one in prayer “for our Bishop 
Emeritus Benedict XVI.” 

Many of his most unexpect-
ed choices on how he would 
live as pope were offered as a 
kind of, “Do as I do, not just as 
I say,” especially to his brother 
bishops around the world. 
He chose to live in a Vatican 
guesthouse instead of the 
Apostolic Palace, he has used 
an annual penance celebration 
at the Vatican to publicly go 
to confession, he responds to 
many people who write to him 
with a letter, note, or phone 
call, he meets regularly with 
victims of abuse, and he has 
gone in person to pay a bill, to 
pick up a new pair of glasses, 
and to visit the elderly and the 
sick.

The election of Cardinal 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
marked the first time a Jesuit 
was made pope. He ushered in 
a number of styles character-
istic of his order: the Ignatian 
practice of discernment for 
making decisions in the pres-
ence of God; seeking God’s 
presence in all things; and a 
penchant for boiling his talks 
down to three bullet points. 

He was the first pope to 
come from the Americas, born 
of immigrant Italian parents; 
this second-generation experi-
ence lent lived authenticity 
to his insistence migrants be 

respected, integrated, and 
appreciated for their hard work 
and the rich diversity they 
bring to a host nation. 

Most indicative of his 
unique style was choosing 
the name “Francis” to honor 
St. Francis of Assisi, known 

for his poverty, commitment 
to peace, and love of creation. 
It was a signal of the style 
to come: simplicity, humility, 
working with the poor, desiring 
a Church that is poor and for 
the poor, and further deepening 
his predecessor’s love of cre-

ation integrated with a respect 
for all life. 

Under his watch, the papal 
charities office has increased 
its outreach, particularly to the 
homeless who live near the 
Vatican and in other parts of 
the world, such as Ukraine, 

where he has sent his papal 
almoner to deliver aid directly 
and convey his prayers. 

He also set aside the usual 
practice of washing the feet of 
12 priests during a public cel-
ebration of the Holy Thursday 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
Instead, he has celebrated 
smaller Masses — closed to 
the public — in prisons, refu-
gee centers, and rehabilitation 
centers, washing the feet of 
Catholics and non-Catholics, 
men and women, in order to 
show Christ’s love for every-
one, especially the most mar-
ginalized. 

His idea of “outreach” 
has included reaching out-
side the Vatican bubble. He 
called in “outsiders” as the 
majority of the members of 
his International Council of 
Cardinals and of the Vatican 
safeguarding commission. He 
gets a new personal secretary 
every few years and gives doz-
ens of interviews to big and 
small media outlets. 

His desire to “speak from 
the heart” means many off-
the-cuff comments, homespun 
anecdotes, sharp rebukes or 
critiques, and an occasional 
statement that requires clarifi-
cation or an apology. 

A native-Spanish speaker 
who grew up with Italian-
speaking relatives in Argentina, 
the pope merges a number of 
styles and, as a former high 
school teacher, often draws on 
literary themes and rhetorical 
devices. 

His memorable metaphors 
and allegories have a religious 
message: priests need to be 
“shepherds living with the 
‘smell of sheep’”; confession is 
not “sitting down in a torture 
chamber”; and Catholics must 
resist “a throwaway culture” 
that readily disposes of peo-
ple’s lives and dignity. 

Pope Francis also has 
offered a new approach to 
evangelization that he had 
mapped out in his brief address 
during the pre-conclave meet-
ings of the cardinals. Cardinal 
Bergoglio’s words struck a 
chord with his listeners and 
formed the basis of his blue-
print as pope. 

The outline of his talk said 
that when the Church is self-
referential with a kind of theo-
logical narcissism, it gets sick 
and is unable to carry out its 
mission to go out and evan-
gelize; in effect, such a Church 
keeps Jesus within and does 
not let Him out. 

Jesus is knocking so that 
“we will let Him come out,” the 
then-Cardinal Bergoglio had 
said, and the next pope needs 
to help the Church go out to the 
“peripheries” and become “the 
fruitful mother who gains life 
from the sweet and comforting 
joy of evangelizing.” 

© Catholic News Service 
/ U.S Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.

BY CAROL GLATZ

Pope Francis drinks mate, the tra-
ditional Argentine herbal tea, as he 
greets the crowd during his general 
audience in St. Peter’s Square at the 
Vatican on June 6, 2018.

CNS photos/Paul Haring 
Pope Francis greets retired Pope Benedict XVI during an encounter for the elderly in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican 
on Sept. 28, 2014.
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Marian High School’s Award-Winning Art Programming Blossoming 

Marian High School art 
teachers Gina Bonewitz 
and Elaine Desmarais 

are elated about the news 
that their students received 
222 awards at the Scholastic 
Regional Art Competition this 
year. 

“We are really proud of the 
program. The kids are really 
invested,” said Bonewitz, Fine 
Arts Department Chair at 
Marian for the past 19 years. 

She said the awards really 
“bumped up the last two 
years — last year we had 240 
awards, and before that it was 
113.” 

The Scholastic Art 
Competition is nearly 100 years 
old and Bonewitz said some 
students are able to get schol-
arships based on the awards 
they’ve won. 

She said they recently added 
categories to the competition 
of Special Regional Award and 
Honorable Mention. The com-
petition begins at the regional 
level and is held at the Century 
Center in South Bend. There 
are several categories, includ-
ing drawing, painting, graphic 
art, photography, digital art, 
fashion design, mixed media, 
ceramics, sculpture, production, 
and many more. 

Award winners receive 
either an Honorable Mention, 
Silver Key, or Gold Key. There 
are a few special awards, too. 
Students receiving a Gold Key 
go on to the national competi-
tion. 

Bonewitz explained the 
entries had to be submitted 
last fall around the holidays 
and the teachers were noti-
fied at the end of January of 
the awards won. Bonewitz, 
who teaches photography and 
ceramics said for the 3D art 
students that for ceramics, it is 
“the only show they can enter 
locally.” 

Students from all four 
grades enter the competition 
and Bonewitz said the awards 
are scattered amongst the 
grade levels. She said some 
students just take the art class 
as an elective and are surprised 
when they win while others are 
planning on pursuing art after 
high school and enter all four 
years. 

Bonewitz estimates they 
submitted about 600 entries 
to this year’s competition. She 
doesn’t know how that com-
pares to other schools, but 
she believes the total number 
of entries for their region was 
approximately 3,000. She said 
there is no limit on the number 
of entries per school, but they 
did limit the number of photog-
raphy entries to 16 per student. 

“The kids are fired up! It 
makes me happy that they’re 
excited about entering,” she 

said. “Because it’s not a 
requirement.”

She added, “We really pro-
mote it and encourage the stu-
dents to keep working to make 
it their very best work.”

Culture of Art 
Appreciation

Teacher Elaine Desmarais, 
who has taught art for 16 
years and has been at Marian 
since 2019, talked about what 
she thinks has attributed to the 
success of the students and the 
school. 

“Having a culture of appre-
ciation of arts at the school,” 
Desmarais said, “we have a 
really good reputation and 
students seek us out. It comes 
from the top down — the 
appreciation of the importance 
of the arts.” 

She said the Fine Arts 
Department also has “very 
healthy financial support” with 
quality materials and equip-
ment. She said they have 
college-level printing machines 
and photo enlargers, for exam-
ple. 

“We’re doing things at 
Marian I didn’t do until col-
lege,” she said. Desmarais 
teaches 2D art — drawing and 
painting, among others. 

She said the students think 
the art competition is cool. 
“It’s up there with winning a 
sectional game,” she laughed. 

BY DENISE FEDOROW

Photos provided by Gina Bonewitz 
Marian High School student Helen MacWilliams poses with her Gold Key Award visual voice-winning portfolio of 
ceramic sculptures from the Scholastic Art Competition. 

Pictured above is Marian High School student Layne Schmitt’s Silver Key 
Award piece “Monster” from the Scholastic Art Competition. 

Pictured on the left is Marian High School student Hailey Abbott’s Gold Key 
Award piece “Maggie’s Mind” from the Scholastic Art Competition. 
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Marian High School’s Award-Winning Art Programming Blossoming 

Student Awards from the Scholastic 
Regional Art Competition

42 Gold Keys
69 Silver Keys

98 Honorable Mentions
1 Gold Portfolio
1 Silver Portfolio

1 Honorable Portfolio
2 American Visions Award Nominations

8 Special Regional Awards

Pictured here is Marian High School student Riley Collins’s Gold Key Award piece “Carrie Cameleon” from the Scholastic 
Art Competition. 

Pictured here is Marian High School student Helen MacWilliams’s Silver Key 
Award piece “Lil’ Dusty and his Friend” from the Scholastic Art Competition.

“It’s a key part of our identity 
at Marian.” 

Desmarais said she and 
Bonewitz are coaches. They 
give the students the tools and 
techniques to build their skills 
and enable them to embrace 
and take ownership of their 
art work. She said the art is 
student-driven but as teacher-
coaches, they don’t hold back 
in telling them how to edit 
their work to bring out their 
best. 

She said that she and 
Bonewitz have “very high 
expectations and the students 
always meet them. This is an 
expectation of excellence and 
it’s done positively.” 

“Our classes are packed. We 
have six classes each — one 
more than expected.” 

When asked if many of their 
students go on to careers in 
art, she responded that a lot 
of the skills they learn can be 

integrated into a lot of degrees 
— that thinking outside the 
box and working collabora-
tively are just a couple. She 
said this year, there are five 
seniors who plan to go into the 
art field — one in fine arts, one 
in animation, another in art 
education, one in architecture, 
and one in advertising. 

Religion in Art
Desmarais said religion in 

art is also incorporated into 
the curriculum, especially, 
“how the Church was the main 
patron of the arts for centu-
ries.” 

She said some of the stu-
dents focus on the Virgin 
Mary in their art, while others 
participate in the Right to Life 
poster contest. 

Desmarais believes it’s 
important to “allow students 
to have an authentic voice. 

Anytime I let students have 
their authentic voice, they were 
more invested and did their 
very best work,” she said. “It’s 
amazing to see them get a Gold 
Key!” 

Bonewitz and Desmarais 
tell their students that they 
are artists and the art class 
is their studio. Bonewitz said 
they have more than 40 Gold 
Key winning pieces going to 
nationals. They’re not sure 
when or where that will occur 
yet, but it is usually held in 
New York. 

Desmarais added, “Another 
reason I think Gina and I are 
successful is because we love 
it! We’re so passionate and 
we’re both practicing artists 
and we put our work out there, 
too. That love and passion for 
art is translated to the stu-
dents.”
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CRS Rice Bowl 2023 — A Journey to Three Countries 

BALTIMORE — Since 1975, 
CRS Rice Bowl, the brightly col-
ored cardboard almsgiving box 
that is a familiar annual Lenten 
sight in parishes across the 
country, has invited Catholics 
to pray, fast, and give in soli-
darity with the world’s poor.

This year, the CRS Rice 
Bowl Stories of Hope take us 
to Honduras, Kenya, and the 
Philippines, where we’ll learn 
how people are overcoming the 
causes of hunger and adapt-
ing to climate change. As you 
journey with us during Lent, 
remember that through prayer, 
God invites us to slow down 
in the silence and look for Him 
around us — in nature and in 
people who need us most. Our 
fasting is an act of solidarity 
with people who are hungry — 
and it helps us feel a small part 
of what they are living day by 
day. It is in this spirit that our 
almsgiving is an act of love for 
God and neighbor. Through 
giving, there is no limit to 
what we can achieve together 
to serve people impacted by 
climate. 

A Story of Hope from 
the Philippines

Raul and Rhodora Enecillo 
live on their farm in Northern 
Samar, Philippines, with their 

granddaughters Loraine and 
Kate. 

Raul and Rhodora get up 
at 5 a.m. each day to tend 
to the fish pond, pigs, and 
chickens before getting their 
granddaughters off to school. 
Education is important to Raul 
and Rhodora. Their dream 
is that Loraine and Kate will 
graduate from college and get 
good jobs — Loraine wants to 
be a doctor when she grows 
up. 

For years, Raul and Rhodora 
worked hard as coconut farm-
ers. After harvesting, they pre-
pared the coconuts for making 
oil — but it took a lot of work 
before they made money. On 
top of that, periods of heavy 
rain caused flooding, making 
farming difficult. 

Then Raul and Rhodora 
participated in a Catholic Relief 
Services program where they 
received training and assis-
tance to build their own fish 
pond. They bought little fish to 
stock the pond, fish food, and 
a net. The fish grew bigger, 
and soon they were able to sell 
them at the market. The fish 

pond also provided food for 
their family so they could enjoy 
nutritious meals together. 

“Life is so much easier now 
that we have the fish for our 
daily living,” Rhodora says. 

In the program, Raul and 
Rhodora also learned how to 
better prepare for the increas-
ing natural disasters in their 
area — like typhoons, flooding, 
earthquakes, and landslides. 
They made improvements to 
their house, using stronger, 
sturdier materials to protect 
their home and family. 

Since joining the program, 
Raul and Rhodora added two 
more fish ponds along with 
pigs and chickens. With the 
extra income from their farm, 
their granddaughters can enjoy 
their childhood and live a more 
comfortable life, giving them 
the opportunity to study hard 
and finish school. 

“I have many dreams for my 
family and my grandchildren,” 
Raul says. “I hope I can give 
them something good.” 

For more information about the 
Catholic Relief Services Rice 
Bowl program and to donate, 
visit crsricebowl.org.

BY CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

“Life is so much easier now that we have  
the fish for our daily living.” 

— Rhodora

Provided by Catholic Relief Services 
In the Philippines, farmers are learning about the importance of diversifying their livelihoods in order to improve their sources of income and nutrition for their families.

With Joyful and Generous Hearts 

God of all comfort, 

all our delight is in you. 

As a deer yearns for streams of water 

so our hearts long for you. 

Your blessing restores us. 

Your love sustains us. 

Your word guides us. 

Even as we fast, you fill us. 

Even as we pray, you answer. 

Even as we cry, you comfort. 

When we seek, we find. 

When we knock, you open. 

When we ask, you bless. 

Lord, help us to give as you give, 

with open hands and hearts. 

Teach us to live as you live, 

with joyful and generous hearts. 
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St. Patrick and St. Joseph Very Well Represented 
Throughout Diocese

With five diocesan par-
ishes (South Bend, 
Fort Wayne, Ligonier, 

Arcola, Walkerton) and two 
chapels (Lagro and Notre 
Dame’s Dillon Hall) named in 
honor of St. Patrick, it is clear 
that his legacy has deep roots in 
Indiana. 

Outdone only by Our Lady, 
St. Joseph totals even more, 
with eight diocesan churches 
(South Bend, Mishawaka, 
Fort Wayne, Bluffton, Hessen 
Cassel, Lagrange, Roanoke, 
Garrett), two chapels (Holy 
Cross College and Notre Dame’s 
O’Neill Family Hall), and two 
rivers commemorating the 
foster-father of Our Lord and 
patron of the Universal Church. 
St. Joseph also serves as the 
patron of the Brothers of Holy 
Cross, who have ministered and 
served here since their arrival 
on Nov. 26, 1842. Notre Dame’s 
Log Chapel, established by the 
Congregation of Holy Cross, 
was also the first chapel erected 
in the diocese. 

The widespread legacy of 
these two saints reveals the 
impact that can occur when one 
relies completely on the provi-
dence of God. Both St. Joseph 
and St. Patrick were given 
divinely appointed mandates to 
go into new lands with nothing 
more than trust in God’s Word, 
believing He would provide for 
them in every need. 

St. Patrick, who was of 
British — and not actually Irish 
— descent, was kidnapped by 
Irish pirates as a teenager and 
forced to work on the Emerald 
Isle for six years as a shepherd. 
This time of persecution and 
isolation provided him time to 
consider his life’s meaning and 
purpose, leading him to more 
seriously embrace his Christian 
faith. 

Escaping captivity and after 
difficult journeys, he eventually 
returned home and reunited 
with family. There he continued 
his spiritual and intellectual 
walk with Christ and began 
studying for the priesthood. It 
was then that he experienced 
a mystical vision where he felt 
beckoned to return to the people 
of Ireland and bring them the 
Gospel. After being ordained a 
priest, and later consecrated as 
a bishop by Pope Celestine, he 
undertook his mission of evan-
gelization to Ireland. 

In the “Confessions of St. 
Patrick”, he indicates that he 
baptized thousands of people, 
journeying far and wide with 
tremendous zeal to convert 
those who had only ever known 
pagan worship. Famous leg-
ends also speak of a standoff 
with the local king, when 
Patrick and his followers lit a 
large Paschal Fire, which defied 

orders from the local leaders. 
The ensuing confrontation led 
to a miraculous demonstration 
where Patrick proved the divine 
power of the Lord and gained 
the admiration of the king. 
This is also where Patrick’s 
connection to the shamrock 
arises, as he allegedly used it 
here to explain in simple terms 
about the unique nature of 
the Christian God as a Trinity 
of Persons. He remained in 
Ireland, continuing to preach, 
teach, and bring the sacraments 
to countless souls for the rest of 
his life amid dangers, opposi-
tion, and threats of martyrdom. 
His legacy also includes the 
establishment of many monas-
teries and convents, which kept 
the Catholic faith — some argue 
even western civilization itself 
— alive and sustained through-
out multiple persecutions across 
Europe. He remains a heroic 
and celebrated figure in Ireland, 
where his feast on March 17 is 
observed as a national holiday. 

Within the diocese, the pres-
ence of numerous churches in 
St. Patrick’s namesake reveals 
a patron for those — initially 
those of Irish descent — seek-
ing Christ in a land that initially 
felt rather foreign, but would, 
in time, eventually come to feel 
like home. 

This year, as St. Patrick’s 
Day falls on a Friday, Bishop 
Rhoades has encouraged 
parishioners to continue to 
honor the penitential spirit of 
Lent by attending Mass or offer-
ing specific prayers. He has also 
emphasized that the legacy of 
such a revered saint with deep 

personal connections to the dio-
cese should also be celebrated. 
For those who go to Mass or 
spend a half hour before the 
Blessed Sacrament or pray a 
rosary for peace on Friday, 
March 17, Bishop Rhoades has 
commuted the Lenten absti-
nence of meat. This directive 
honors both the seriousness 
with which St. Patrick dedicated 
himself to the spiritual conver-
sion of those under his charge 
as well as the joy of the Church, 
which recognizes the influential 
legacy of St. Patrick that contin-
ues to bear fruit in the lives of 
Christians today. 

On this day when many 
choose to communally partake 
in a celebratory drink, it also 
seems most fitting to honor St. 
Patrick by gathering around 
a fire, recounting the bless-
ing and gift of Catholicism, 
and maybe inviting someone 
new into a conversation about 

faith, the same faith that St. 
Patrick spent his life sharing 
and defending. It might even 
include using the simple and 
seemingly insignificant things, 
like a little shamrock, to point 
towards the eternal truth and 
beauty of Christianity. Particular 
inspiration might also be found 
by recalling the words prayed at 
Mass each year on St. Patrick’s 
feast, that “through his merits 
and intercession, those who 
glory in the name of Christian 
may never cease to proclaim 
God’s wonderous deeds to all.” 

The other saint mentioned 
previously who will be cel-
ebrated in the upcoming days 
needs less of an introduction. 
St. Joseph, known only for his 
actions — not his words — 
since the Church has no official 
account of anything he ever 
said during his earthly life, was 
the husband of Mary and the 
foster-father of Jesus. Like St. 
Patrick, Joseph was also given a 
vision to venture into a foreign 
land when directed by an angel 
to take his wife and infant child 
into Egypt. The Holy Family 
lived in this pagan territory for 
seven years, witnessing in sim-
plicity and humility the reality 
of the one true God. One imag-
ines what sort of impressions 
this family left on their Egyptian 
neighbors that may have pre-
pared them to later receive 
the Gospel after the fires of 
Pentecost propelled the apostles 
forward on their evangelical 
missions. 

While Patrick is claimed 
most often by Christians of 
Irish descent, St. Joseph is a 

father figure to all who take 
Jesus as their Lord. Revered as 
patron of the Universal Church, 
St. Joseph’s feast is always 
observed as a solemnity, the 
highest class of Catholic feasts. 
It is often celebrated, especially 
in Italian parishes, by the tradi-
tion of the “St. Joseph Table”, 
where a large meal is hosted for 
the whole community in honor 
of St. Joseph, the preeminent 
provider for his family. 

Like St. Patrick, who in his 
“Confessions” shared his own 
thoughts of unworthiness for 
the call he received, St. Joseph 
needed to be reassured by an 
angel of the Lord when unsure 
of how to proceed in his voca-
tion. Both men took solace in 
the miraculous messages they 
received and were moved to 
exhibit a deeper outpouring of 
themselves in service to God 
and His Church, even in the 
midst of the unknown. 

Normally observed each 
year on March 19, this year, 
St. Joseph’s feast will instead 
be celebrated the following day 
due to its falling on a Sunday. 
Only in extremely rare circum-
stances will a feast that occurs 
on Sunday not be transferred 
to a different day, emphasizing 
the importance of the primacy 
of Christ throughout the liturgi-
cal year. The few exceptions 
include the Solemnities of Mary, 
Mother of God (Jan. 1), the 
Assumption of Mary (Aug. 15), 
Saints Peter and Paul (June 29), 
and All Saints (Nov. 1). Based 
upon everything known about 
the life of St. Joseph, he would 
be the first one to volunteer to 
step aside and give preeminence 
to Jesus. 

In addition to honoring the 
Solemnity of St. Joseph with 
special food or drink, one may 
consider reflecting upon the role 
and importance of fatherhood. 
St. Joseph reflected the father-
hood of God to Jesus in the 
home of the Holy Family. He 
also serves as spiritual father to 
every Christian, as Mary serves 
as universal spiritual mother. 
The feast of St. Joseph can be a 
time to thank God for fathers or 
to perhaps ask God for a deeper 
outpouring of fatherly love, 
while also praying for particular 
fathers through St. Joseph’s 
intercession. 

Additionally, the Church 
soon approaches the 10th 
anniversary of Pope Francis’ 
inauguration, which occurred 
on the feast of St. Joseph, March 
19, 2013. In light of this, one 
might also consider praying for 
the Holy Father, asking both 
St. Joseph, who is the best of 
fathers, and St. Patrick, one of 
history’s greatest evangelizers, 
to aid and guide Pope Francis in 
his work of pastoring, protect-
ing, and expanding the world-
wide Church in faithfulness to 
the Gospel.

BY CHRISTOPHER LUSHIS

Both St. Joseph and St. Patrick 

were given divinely appointed 

mandates to go into new lands 

with nothing more than trust in 

God’s Word, believing He would 

provide for them in every need. 

www.monasteryicons.com
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 
John 9:1-41 

Drawing from the first 
word, in Latin, in the 
Entrance Antiphon for 

this weekend’s liturgy, this 
Sunday long has been called 
“Laetare Sunday.” Laetare 
means “to rejoice.” The Church 
rejoices that despite the drab-
ness of Lent, the glory of Christ 
shines forth. Despite the ugly 
world, the beauty of the Lord is 
radiant. 

The first reading for this 
weekend is from the First Book 
of Samuel. An ancient prophet, 
and therefore God’s representa-
tive and spokesman, Samuel 
selected the young David to be 
king of Israel. To signify this 

appointment, Samuel anointed 
David with oil. 

Anointings have always 
marked persons for special jobs 
or to strengthen them in certain 
circumstances, as if the mark 
of the oil on the flesh is indel-
ible, and the oil infuses the 
person with grace. 

All Catholics are anointed 
when they are baptized or 
confirmed. Priests and bishops 
are anointed. Faithful people 
in bad health are anointed to 
strengthen them and reinforce 
their spiritual constitution in 
their trials. In May, at his coro-
nation, Britain’s King Charles 
III will be anointed, a hand-
me-down from the days when 
England was Roman Catholic. 

David was, and still is, 
special for Jews. He was the 
great king who united and 
empowered the nation, but his 
ultimate duty was to tighten 
the bond between God and the 
people. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians 
provides the second reading. 
This reading admonishes to the 
Christian people of Ephesus, 
in the First Century AD one of 
the major seaports, commercial 

centers, and pagan shrines of 
the Roman Empire. 

Drawing upon the imag-
ery of light and darkness, the 
reading links light with righ-
teousness and darkness with 
sin, calling upon the Christian 
Ephesians to live in the light. 

St. John’s Gospel furnishes 
the last reading. Central to the 
story is the Lord’s meeting 
with a man blind since birth. 
The Lord gives the man sight. 
To understand this story, it is 
necessary to realize how Jews 
at the time of Jesus looked 
upon physical difficulties. 

Unaware of the scientific 
explanations for blindness and 
other problems that people 
of this age have come to see 
as obvious, the ancient Jews 
believed such terrible handi-
caps came because of sin. After 
all, Original Sin ushered death 
itself into the world. In this 
thinking, sin also upset the 
good order of nature, hence 
disease. 

Thus, the question came. 
Was this man’s blindness the 
consequence of his own sin or 
a sin of his parents? 

Searching for an answer, the 

Pharisees questioned the man. 
The Pharisees are shown as 
obstinate and smug. By con-
trast, the blind man is humble 
and sincere. He has faith in 
God and in Jesus. 

An added element, surely 
of special interest to the early 
generations of Christians who 
suffered persecution, was that 
the Pharisees expelled the man 
from their synagogue. The 
righteous often suffer from the 
ill will of others. 

Reflection: 
The Gospel story recalls a 

miracle. It also is a study in 
contrasts. On the one side is 
the man born blind whom 
Jesus healed. The other side is 
that of the Pharisees, so self-
satisfied and so confident in 
their own knowledge and in 
their own high estimates of 
themselves. 

We must apply these con-
trasts to ourselves. We may not 
be very evil, or foolishly pomp-
ous and boastful as were the 
Pharisees. Still, we downplay 
our limitations. Our exaggerat-
ed judgments of ourselves trick 

us again and again and again. 
This keeps us in the dark. 

Lent is the time to face facts. 
We must recognize our need 
for God. We must turn to God. 
He alone is light. 

The wonder of this is that 
God will receive us, love us, 
forgive us, and give us light to 
see reality.

The light of God awaits us 
in Christ. Rejoice!

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

We Must Always Turn to God, As He Alone is Light

READINGS
Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a  
Ps 23:1-6 Eph 5:8-14 Jn 9:1-41
Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 Ps 
89:2-5, 27, 29 Rom 4, 13, 16-18, 22 Mt 
1:16, 18-21, 24a    
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12 Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 
8-9 Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15 Ps 145:8-9, 13c-
14, 17-18 Jn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14 Ps 106:19-23 Jn 
5:31-47
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22 Ps 34:17-21, 
23 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10 Ps 40:7-11 
Heb 10:4-10 Lk 1:26-38

Pope Francis: 10 Titles for 10 Years 
Before he was known 

for anything else, Pope 
Francis was known as 

“the first non-European pope in 
nearly 1,300 years.” 

Throughout the last 10 years, 
he has led the Church with 
energy and optimism, traveling 
four times a year, on average. 
Usually, he starts and ends those 
trips by praying before the fifth-
century Byzantine icon Salus 
Populi Romani (“Our Lady, 
health of the Roman people”), 
because, “With the Virgin, I go 
with certainty.” Rarely seen with 
a rosary, Francis’ devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin is nevertheless 
deep and transparent for Mary, 
as he has written, she is “always 
listening to us!”

So, we quickly gleaned that 
the 266th pope would be a 
Pope of the Patroness of All 
Humanity. As we’ve grown to 
know him, we have also learned 
to call Pope Francis: 

— The Pope of Pragmatic 
Humility: 

When a stunned looking 
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio 
was announced in St. Peter’s 
Square, his self-effacing remark 
(that the conclave seemed to 
have “gone to the end of the 
world” to find a new bishop 
of Rome), led immediately a 
request for prayers — first for 
his predecessor, Pope Benedict 
XVI, and then for, well, every-
body: “Let us pray for each 
other (and) for the entire world 
because there is great brother-
hood in the world.” Eschewing 
the papal apartments to reside in 
a guesthouse for visiting clergy, 
Pope Francis (in his first act of 

papal continuum) packed his 
own bags, carrying them to his 
new digs. 

— The Pope of the Poor: 
In his 2016 apostolic letter, 

“Misericordia et Misera,” Pope 
Francis established the first 
World Day of the Poor, later 
kicking it off in the Paul VI Hall, 
sharing a beautifully catered 
luncheon with the destitute of 
Rome. The meal became a tra-
dition that — pausing for two 
years due to the global pandemic 
—was joyfully reestablished in 
2022. Even earlier, however, the 
pontiff had arranged for showers 
to be provided for the homeless 
near the Bernini colonnades 
embracing St. Peter’s Square. 
Reminding critics that Jesus 
said the poor would always be 
among us, (Jn 12:8) the pope 
wrote, “There is no alibi to 
justify not engaging with the 
poor when Jesus has identified 
Himself with each of them.” 

— The Pope of Pastoral 
Tenderness: 

Tenderness comes up 
frequently in Pope Francis’ 
remarks, and they are of a piece 
with his concerns for the poor. 
Tenderness suggests intimacy, 
which is what Francis models 
when taking a meal with the 
downtrodden and engaging 
with them. He has developed 
an informal “Theology of 
Tenderness” demonstrating 
how small things most take 
for granted — a shower, clean 
clothes, and sometimes simply 
being seen and greeted instead 
of ignored — affirm human 
dignity. “Tenderness is some-
thing greater than the logic of 

the world,” Francis told a 2022 
audience. “It is an unexpected 
way of doing justice.” 

— The Pope of Protecting the 
Environment: 

Tenderness even slips into 
his thoughts on ecology. Upon 
receiving the fisherman’s ring, 
Pope Francis preached, “... let 
us be protectors of creation, (of) 
God’s plan inscribed in nature, 
protectors of one another, and 
of the environment,” adding, 
“Protecting demands goodness, 
it calls for a certain tenderness.” 
In his groundbreaking encycli-
cal, “Laudato Si’,” he extolled St. 
Joseph who, “shows great ten-
derness, which is not a mark of 
the weak but of those who are 
genuinely strong. … That is why 
he was proclaimed custodian of 
the universal Church,” who can, 
“inspire us to work with gener-
osity and tenderness in protect-
ing this world…” (242) 

— The Pope of Pandemic 
Prayer and Consolation: 

In a fearsome and grave 
global moment, as the whole 
world went into lockdown — 
isolated and prevented from 
being with loved ones dying all 
alone — Pope Francis brought 
us into supplication before God, 
making “An Extraordinary 

Prayer in the Time of Pandemic” 
on the evening of March 27, 
2020. Starkly alone in St. Peter’s 
Square, accompanied only by a 
15th-century crucifix, the pope 
gave voice to what all humanity 
was feeling: “Thick darkness has 
gathered … taken over our lives, 
filling everything with a deafen-
ing silence and a distressing void 
… we find ourselves afraid and 
lost.” With a monstrance, he 
blessed the world with the Holy 
Eucharist, and then — repair-
ing to the interior of St. Peter’s 
Basilica — invited us, via satel-
lite, into an hour’s contemplation 
before the merciful Christ, there 
present. 

— The Pope of Plain (and 
Plane) Talk: 

During 40 trips abroad, 
Francis — who has expressed a 
dislike of excessive formalities — 
has often gone “off script” amid 
in-flight news conferences. His 
remarks, especially when taken 
out of context, became sensa-
tions. While returning from the 
2013 World Youth Day gather-
ing, the pope was asked about 
homosexual men in the clergy. 
He answered, “If someone is gay 
and he searches for the Lord, 
and has goodwill, who am I to 
judge?” Unsurprisingly, parties 
for and against cherry-picked 
the comment and controversy 
ensued. In “The Name of God 
is Mercy” — his book-length 
interview with Andrea Tornielli 
published in 2016 — Francis 
addressed the brouhaha head-
on, saying he had paraphrased 
“the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, where it says that these 
people should be treated with 

delicacy and not be marginal-
ized.” He reminded us that 
accompaniment has precedent 
in the Gospels, and thus we 
should, “... Show goodwill, show 
them the way and accompany 
them along it.” 

— The Pope Proponent of the 
Marginalized: 

The pope’s concern for people 
on the margins is sincere and 
deep. Early in his pontificate — 
while he was still surprisingly 
nimble for an older man missing 
a portion of a lung — he habitu-
ally waded into the crowds to 
greet people, kiss babies, and 
give his security detail agita. 
On one memorable occasion, 
encountering a man whose face 
was covered in tumors thanks to 
a genetic disorder, Pope Francis, 
like his saintly namesake, gently 
kissed and embraced him — a 
man who a beauty-obsessed 
world found hard to look at 
and easy to relegate to the side-
lines. “We will not find the Lord 
unless we truly accept the mar-
ginalized,” Francis preached at 
a 2015 Mass for new cardinals. 
“Truly, dear brothers, the Gospel 
of the marginalized is where our 
credibility is at stake, is discov-
ered, and is revealed.” 

We might alliteratively under-
stand Pope Francis in other 
ways, and his encyclicals would 
support us: 

— The Pope of the People: 
“Fratelli Tutti” (“On Fraternity 
and Social Friendship”) 

— The Pope of Prayerful Joy: 
“Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy 
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Gospel for March 19, 2023 
John 9: 1-41 
 

Following is a word search based on the Gospel 
reading for the Fourth Sunday in Lent, Cycle A: The 
Sabbath healing of a blind man.  The words can be 

found in all directions in the puzzle. 
 

PASSED BY BLIND BIRTH 
GROUND EYES GO WASH 

POOL NEIGHBORS BEGGAR 
SIT AND BEG PHARISEES SABBATH 
SUCH SIGNS DIVISION OPENED 

PROPHET ANSWERED BORN 
BELIEVE WHO IS HE LORD 

   
 

SABBATH HEALING 
 

B W K S N G I S H C U S 
O L E D E R E W S N A I 
R O I P A S S E D B Y T 
N R H N E E H N B D O A 
E D T Y D S H A A N P N 
I H E E I I T R B U E D 
G H S O H H V E F O N B 
H G H A T P L I K R E E 
B W J R W I O J S G D G 
O J I F E O H R G I H C 
R B Q V C H G A P O O L 
S S E E S I R A H P F N 
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How I Learned Pope Francis was 
a True ‘Pope of Peripheries’ 
It is often said that we are 

our truest selves when we 
are happy, comfortable, and 

surrounded by those we love 
and trust. During each of the 
nearly 30 trips I made with Pope 
Francis, there was always a 
memorable moment when his 
true self would come out to play. 

Early on, we would recog-
nize this moment. The pontiff 
would completely disregard 
his prepared remarks and start 
speaking in Spanish — with the 
interpreter often struggling to 
keep up — particularly when he 
lapsed into Argentinian patois. 

These days, more settled into 
his role of a globe-trotting pope 
and less prone to go off-script 
when speaking to thousands, 
you can still identify the moment 
where he forgets that he car-
ries the earthly concerns of the 
Catholic Church on his shoul-
ders, and he’s back to being that 
young man who vowed to dedi-
cate his life to Christ. 

These moments never occur 
during the mandatory visits with 
politicians, nor during the neces-
sarily solemn Masses. 

The pope of the peripheries 
comes truly alive in the soc-
cer stadiums surrounded by 
thousands of youths in South 
Korea, in a high-security prison 
in Mexico, or in a municipal 
dump-turned-city within a 
city in Antananarivo, capital 
of Madagascar. The joy Pope 
Francis felt when visiting fel-
low Argentine, Father Pedro 
Opeka, Missionary and Founder 
of Akamasoa, the humanitar-
ian association that serves the 
people living in the garbage 
dump, is ingrained in the hearts 
and minds of many of the often-
jaded reporters who get to travel 
aboard the papal plane. 

Father Opeka turned a place 
where children would fight with 
dogs over discarded food into a 
city of friendship, with its own 
schools, universities, sports cen-
ters, and a church that welcomes 
friends and foes of the faith 
every weekend. Sunday Mass in 
Akamasoa has become a must 
to anyone visiting. 

From the start of his pon-
tificate, the first pope from the 
global South has been denounc-
ing the piecemeal consumption 
and exploitation of the third 
world by the West. Coming 
from the Southern hemisphere, 

the pope is particularly aware 
of this reality and has used his 
papal platform to give voice to 
the voiceless who are oppressed 
by poverty, exploitation, corrupt 
leadership, and war. 

We saw it earlier this year, 
when he fulfilled what he called 
a “dream” visit to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and South 
Sudan, two countries in Africa 
affected by war, external exploi-
tation, and hunger. 

From the smallness of these 
countries — small in the inter-
national scene, that is — Pope 
Francis called on the world to 
see not only their plights, suffer-
ings, and marginality, but also 
the many gifts and resources 
both nations have. As he said 
of Congo, it is a “land rich in 
resources and bloodied by a war 
that never ends.” 

When he is on the road, Pope 
Francis chooses to speak to the 
world from places that truly need 
a papal spotlight — not only to 
highlight the suffering experi-
enced there, but also to highlight 
the many gifts they could share 
with the rest of humanity, but 
with justice. From the Central 
African Republic to Bangladesh, 
from Thailand to Paraguay, from 
Iraq to Kazakhstan, Pope Francis 
models what he preaches — he 
is a true pope of the peripheries. 

Even when visiting the 
world’s superpowers, Pope 
Francis brought the marginalized 
to the fore. The historic visit to 
Cuba on his way to the United 
States in 2015 wasn’t a pat 
on the back to the Communist 
regime. He made a trek, seem-
ingly impossible at the time, to 
insist on the need to maintain 
open spaces for diplomatic 
actions. With reflection and 
dialogue, he wanted to prevent 
— and in this case try to resolve 
— problems. 

When he went to France 
in 2014, Pope Francis deliv-
ered a somber diagnosis in 
the European parliament in 
Strasbourg: Europe, he declared, 
had lost its way, its energies 
sapped by economic crisis and 
a remote, technocratic bureau-
cracy. The continent was only 
a bystander in a world that had 
become less Eurocentric. He said 
the rest of the world often looks 
at the continent as an old, bar-
ren lady: “In many quarters we 
encounter a general impression 

of weariness and aging, of a 
Europe which is now a “grand-
mother,” no longer fertile and 
vibrant,” the pontiff stressed. 

The humbler the people he 
encountered, it seems, the more 
prone Francis is to praise and 
champion them. This is not, of 
course, a pope who promotes 
poverty, but a man who has 
encountered in the humble ones 
of this earth, the clear represen-
tation of what he means when 
he calls for a “poor Church for 
the poor,” one that gets out of 
the sacristy to find people where 
they are — an “Iglesia en salida” 
(or a “Church that goes out”). 

For many, understanding 
what he means by this has been 
a challenge. There are those who 
think he wants a Marxist, popu-
list, or Peronist Church, in refer-
ence to Argentina’s Justicialista 
party, founded by General Juan 
Domingo Peron and immortal-
ized in an artistic, if historically 
inaccurate, way by Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s “Evita.” Others 
believe he wants to reform the 
Church so it focuses solely on 
the excluded because they live 
in situations the Church teaches 
are irregular — the divorced and 
civilly remarried couples; those 
cohabitating; the LGBT commu-
nity, and so on. But at the end 
of the day, people who know the 
pope best — those who knew 
him when he was just Father 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio — under-
stand that the idea of a “poor 
Church for the poor” is a literal 
one, not a metaphor. 

Argentine theologian Juan 
Carlos Scannone says a key part 
of what shapes Francis’s thought 
is a strongly Argentinian stream 
of Catholic thinking called “the-
ology of the people.” 

It holds, Scannone told me 
years ago, that reflection on vir-
tually any topic shouldn’t start 
with ideological categories, but 
with the concrete experiences of 

Elizabeth Scalia is the Culture 
Editor for OSV News.

SAN MARTIN, page 14

of the Gospel”) 
— The Pope of Perpetual 

Hope: “Lumen Fidei” (“The 
Light of Faith”) 

He is slowing now. At the 
funeral of Pope Benedict XVI, it 
was obvious that the pope was 
suffering as he stood in farewell, 
before the casket was borne 
into St. Peter’s for interment. 
Sometimes using a wheelchair, 
he recently made a plea for those 

enduring chronic pain. 
As this formerly vigorous 

bishop of Rome winds down, 
we remember these moments of 
greatness and know the pope by 
his fruits, all while acknowledg-
ing what work is yet undone 
— that scandal and crises within 
the Church remain insufficiently 
addressed — that people are 
still in pain. We can do that 
prayerfully and compassionately, 
remembering the intentions of 
a pope who — now perhaps in 

his twilight — is daily wrestling 
with substantial and challeng-
ing issues within the culture, the 
Church, and his beloved Society 
of Jesus. 

Doing so would demonstrate 
that we’ve learned something 
about tenderness, and spiritual 
generosity, over these past 10 
years. 

SCALIA, from page 12

Answer key can be found on page 15

ACROSS
1 “We are many parts, we are 

all one ___…”
5 “…your rod and your ___ 

comfort me.” (Ps 23:4)
10 Discharge of a firearm
14 Continental money
15 Big name in chips
16 Bethsaida, to Philip
17 Direction (abbr.)
18 Lover
19 On the ocean
20 Approximate
22 “Notice the ___: they 

neither sow nor reap…” (Lk 
12:24)

24 ___-high hand
25 Illness
26 Father of Noah
30 Breathe convulsively
31 Chew the scenery
32 Split
33 206, to Nero
37 Blind as ___
38 Martos’ book on the 

Sacraments, ___ to the 
Sacred

39 Cut of meat

40 Eat
41 Watchful
42 ___ Youth Day
43 Lean and sinewy
44 Catholic actor of gangster 

movie fame
45 Stephen is their patron saint
49 Pouch
50 Fate of Jerusalem at the 

hands of Babylon
51 Feature of Psalm 119
56 Start of a sphere?
57 Brother of Rebekah
59 Pledge
60 Snare
61 Nanette’s school
62 ___ Minor
63 Headwear
64 Investigate closely
65 Incline

DOWN
1 Sydney’s first archbishop, 

John ___ Polding
2 Gallic agreements
3 Mild oath
4 Teammate of Mickey and 

Moose

5 Book of the Old Testament
6 US government obligation
7 “Hey, don’t look ___!”
8 Charge
9 St. Dorothy is their patron 

saint
10 Remove hair
11 First of the twelve Minor 

Prophets
12 Auguries
13 Tantalize
21 Clublike weapon
23 Viper
25 Milk store
26 “___, Kindly Light”
27 Both (prefix)
28 Grumble
29 Rock add-on
30 “___ be to the Father…”
32 Flies high
33 Overfill
34 Maize
35 Objectionable
36 Annual race, familiarly
38 Lessens
42 City in central Texas
43 “___ to you, scribes and 

Pharisees…” (Mt 23:13)
44 Catholic actor of “The 

Honeymooners” fame
45 ___ of the firstborn 

(plague)
46 Beyond what is usual
47 Target
48 Horse sounds
49 Parboil
51 First name in a poem by 

Leigh Hunt, Romantic-era 
poet

52 Spirit
53 Noxious weed
54 “___ Small World”
55 Chinese literary detective
58 Tread the boards

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 01 11 21 31

41 51 61

71 81 91

02 12 22 32

42 52

62 72 82 92 03

13 23 33 43 53 63

73 83 93

04 14 24

34 44

54 64 74 84 94

05 15 25 35 45 55

65 75 85 95

06 16 26

36 46 56
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Director of Children’s 
Catechesis Sought
Holy Cross Parish, South Bend, is seeking 
a part-time Director of Children’s 
Catechesis. The Director of Children’s 
Catechesis is a practicing Catholic who is responsible for 
the coordination and implementation of catechesis and 
sacramental preparation of children ages 3 through grade 
8. Children ages 3-9 participate in Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd; upper elementary age students in catechetical 
instruction; and junior high students in Bible study.
In addition, the Director supports school sacramental 
spiritual formation, parent formation, and homeschooling 
catechesis.  This position is 20-hours per week.
For further information and a job description, please visit 
the News and Announcements column on the homepage 
of hcpsb.org or contact Father Jim Fenstermaker, CSC, at 
jfenstermaker@hcpsb.org.

Practicing Catholic
5 Years Teaching Experience
Eligible for Indiana Administrative
License
Commitment to Cultivating Strong
Catholic Identity

Qualifications

NOW HIRING

For a full job description 
and to apply, visit 
diocesefwsb.org/careers 
or scan the QR code.

St. John the Baptist
School Principal

Fort Wayne, IN

www.the-papers.com

MILFORD, INDIANA 46542

PHONE: 574-658-4111
800-773-4111

Printers of
“Today’s Catholic”

PHONE: 574-658-4111                                Fax 574-658-4701
www.the-papers.com

206 SOUTH MAIN STREET
MILFORD, INDIANA 46542

The Papers
I N C O R P O R A T E D

Printers of
Today’s CaTholiC

     PLUMBING
HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL

www.borcheltheating.com | 260-485-3412
6332 Maplecrest Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46835

David Egts
Low Closing Costs & Great Rates

“MORTGAGE CLOSING COST CRUSHER”
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ordinary people. 
Friends say Bergoglio’s iden-

tity was forged by Buenos Aires’ 
popular religiosity, some of 
which goes back to the colonial 
era that brought devotions such 
as Our Lady of Luján, patroness 
of Argentina. A second influence 
is that of immigrants who would 
wait in line for hours to venerate 
the image of St. Cajetan, patron 
of bread and work. 

These expressions of popular 
piety have kept millions flock-
ing to shrines as an expression 
of the people’s faith. Francis 
learned to value such expres-
sions of devotion early on, see-
ing them not merely as quaint 
or kitschy, but rather as a touch-
stone for both theology and pas-

toral activity. 
Theological treatises have 

been written about Pope Francis 
and this popular religiosity. 
Another element ingrained in 
this theology of the people, often 
ignored, can help us understand 
his constant reaching out to the 
humble ones of this earth: it 
stems not only from the Gospel, 
but from his firsthand experi-
ence of the incredible generosity 
often displayed by those who 
have less. Mistake me not: I 
am not romanticizing poverty 
when I say that in those slums 
of Buenos Aires neighbors know 
one another by name, help one 
another when there is noth-
ing to eat, support one another 
and defend one another from 
the constant looming threat of 
substance abuse. In other words, 

those who have nothing are will-
ing to give everything. 

Francis saw this firsthand 
when walking these slums, and 
he projects this as the reality on 
the ground in the peripheries he 
visits when traveling abroad — 
most of them lands of mission 
forsaken by everyone but God. 

The pope of the peripheries 
shines a light on those who have 
less not only because he thinks 
the world can help, but because 
he knows that the comfortable-
but-spiritually impoverished 
have much to learn from them, 
including the role of generosity, 
if we are to build a lasting peace. 

Inés San Martin is Vice President 
of Communications for the 
Pontifical Mission Societies USA.

SAN MARTIN, from page 13

SEEKS MANAGING EDITOR
This position is responsible for editing and managing the production of Today’s Catholic and increasing local Catholic content 

that is contributed to the Office of Communications. This position is also responsible for recruiting and training freelance 
writers and photographers to support the content of Today’s Catholic. This position is instrumental in strengthening 

branding and community relationships throughout the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend.

This position will plan the coverage of local Catholic news within a weekly newspaper, manage contract reporters and  
photojournalists, and help the diocese engage and expand news outreach with a circulation that includes web, social media, 

and other platforms. The ideal candidate will seek out new ways to present local Catholic news stories and will innovate 
with consideration to current trends in modern media and journalism. 

Minimum bachelor’s degree in communication or Journalism with at least 3-4 years prior experience in journalism or 
communication or a relevant combination of education and experience is required. Two years direct experience with 

supervision and/or management experience is also required. Demonstrated experience in use of computer to word process, 
access/update database information, and manage communication processes is necessary.

For more information, visit diocesefwsb.org/careers.
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What’s happening?
WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View 
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional 
listings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.

  
 REST IN PEACE

Fort Wayne 
Jerome Wait, 
95, Cathedral of 
the Immaculate 
Conception

Terri Wait, 66, 
Cathedral of 
the Immaculate 
Conception

Melencio Adriano, 87, 
Queen of Angels 

Patricia J. Anderson, 
87, Queen of Angels 

L.W. Hanzel, 96, 
Queen of Angels 

Robert Lenz, 73, 
Queen of Angels

Robert Askins , 82, St. 
Charles Borromeo

Robert Fox, 86, St. 
Vincent de Paul

Granger 
Gil Laware, 80,  
St. Pius X

Joseph Pusztai, 94,  
St. Pius X

New Haven 
Patricia Swaidner, 84, 
St. John the Baptist 

South Bend 
Barbara Conner, 92,  
Cathedral of St. 
Matthew 

Joan Gondek, 84, 
Christ the King

Lynn Przygoda, 86, 
Christ the King

Dorothy Gorman 
Parker-Bartley, 95,  
St. Jude

Janet L. Shide, 75,  
St. Jude 

Wabash
John Bernard 
Schetzsle, 92,  
St. Bernard

Betty Jean Stowe, 79, 
St. Bernard 

Drive-Thru Only Lenten Fish Fry
SOUTH BEND — Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Parish, 63568 Old U.S. 
31-South, will have a drive-
thru only fish fry by Tyner 
I.O.O.F. on Friday, March 17, 
from 3:30-7 p.m. Pre-sale tick-
ets recommended. All meals are 
$13 each. Pre-sale children’s 
meal available for $6. Call 574-
291-3775 for information.

Knights of Columbus Council 11276 
Annual Fish Fry
FORT WAYNE — The Knights 
of Columbus Father Solanus 
Council 11276 is sponsoring 
a Dan’s Fish Fry on Friday, 
March 17, from 4-7 p.m. at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, 
10700 Aboite Center Road. 
Dine in or drive up. Adult 
meals are $13 and child meals 
are $7. 

St. Matthew Cathedral Lenten Fish Fry
SOUTH BEND — St. Matthew 
Cathedral, 1015 E. Dayton 
St., will have a fish dinner on 
Friday, March 17, from 4:30-
7:30 p.m. in the school gym. 
Single dinner ticket is $20 at 

the door. Family Dinner (feeds 
family of four) $30. Pre sales 
available through the rectory: 
individual $15; family $25. 
Salad Bar Available. Contact 
Ellen Dettmer at 574-904-6672 
for information.

St. Aloysius Fish Fry
YODER  — Dan’s Fish Fry 
will be at St. Aloysius, 14623 
Bluffton Rd., on Friday, March 
17, from 4:30-7 p.m. in the 
Parish Activity Center. Cost is 
$12 all-you-can-eat dine-in, 
children 6-12 are $7, and chil-
dren 5 and younger are free. 
Carryout meals are just $12. 
Contact 260-622-7151 for 
information.

Most Precious Blood Fish Fry
FORT WAYNE — Most Precious 
Blood Parish, 1529 Barthold 
St., will have a fish fry provid-
ed by Big Eyed Fish on Friday, 
March 17, from 4-7 p.m. in the 
Parking Lot; Drive-Thru Only. 
Menu includes baked potato, 
applesauce, coleslaw, and rolls. 
Cheese pizza will be available. 
Tickets are $12  for adults and 

$5 for children. Contact Molly 
Webb at mwebb@precious-
blood.org for information.

Central Catholic Alumni Plan Open House 
FORT WAYNE — The Central 
Catholic Alumni Association 
Board Members will have 
an open house on Sunday, 
March 19, from 1-3 p.m. in 
their office located in the back 
of Redeemer Radio, 4816 
East State Blvd. Meet the 
Association Board Members, 
and view the memorabilia that 
has been collected over the 
years. Everyone is welcome. 
Drinks and cookies will be 
provided. Contact Mark Linker 
at 260-341-6209 or victoria.
linker@gmail.com.

B O D Y S T A F F S H O T
E U R O I N T E L H O M E
D I A G R O M E O A S E A
E S T I M A T E R A V E N S

A C E D I S E A S E
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E M O T E S L I T C C V I
A B A T D O O R S L O I N
D I N E W A R Y W O R L D

W I R Y C A G N E Y
D E A C O N S S A C
E X I L E D A C R O S T I C
A T M O L A B A N O A T H
T R A P E C O L E U R S A
H A T S S T U D Y L E A N
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION

First Saturday Devotion 
Our Lady, Patroness of America Center 

Mass the First Saturday 

of each month at 11 a.m. 

PatronessOfAmerica.org 

2730 E. Northport Rd., Rome City, IN 46784 260-404-4990 

574.232.3354 
800.994.2687

www.wygants.com
Mary Green

               

          Fresh Cut Flowers  | Custom Silk Arrangements | Plants | Gourmet Fruit Baskets | Balloons | & more!

Owner

St. Patrick, Arcola 
12305 Arcola Rd, Fort Wayne 

Fish Fry 
Drive-thru ONLY

Friday, March 24 
4-7 p.m. 
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God for their example of faith, 
courage, and love. 

Jesus teaches us in the 
gospel today that his disciples 
must take up their cross and 
follow after Him. The most rad-
ical form of discipleship is mar-
tyrdom. Saints Perpetua and 
Felicity took up their cross, like 
we are all called to do, through 
lives of loving sacrifice. Their 
sacrifice led to humiliating 
and painful death. With great 
bravery, these young women 
walked into the gladiatorial 
arena where three Christian 
men were being attacked and 
devoured by wild animals while 
the crowd cheered. Perpetua 
and Felicity were wounded by 
the animals and killed by the 
swords of gladiators in the 
arena. Before her execution, 
St. Perpetua cried out to her 
brother and other Christians: 
“Stand fast in the faith, and 
love one another. Do not let our 
sufferings be a stumbling block 
for you.” 

This all happened in 
Carthage in North Africa in the 
year 203. Because of their cou-
rageous witness, many pagans 
in Carthage and North Africa 
converted to Christianity. The 
Church grew and flourished 
there. Two centuries later, the 
great Bishop, St. Augustine, 
preached eloquently about 
Saints Perpetua and Felicity 
in that region of North Africa, 
which was also his homeland. 
And here we are in the United 
States 1600 years later, still 
singing the praises of these two 
young women. Their names 
are mentioned, along with 
other early Christian martyrs, 
in the First Eucharistic Prayer, 
the Roman canon. They now 
live in glory with the Risen and 
glorified Christ in the perfect 
joy of heaven. 

Saints Perpetua and Felicity 
believed in the promise of 
Jesus that we heard in today’s 
Gospel: “Whoever finds his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses 
his life for my sake will find 
it.” The martyrs lost their lives 
for Jesus, but in so doing, they 
found eternal life with Jesus in 
heaven. Though we most likely 
won’t be called to martyrdom, 
we are called to “lose our lives 
for the sake of Jesus” by giving 
of ourselves to God and others 
through our self-giving love, 
our service, and our sacrifices. 
The sacrifices we do in Lent are 
a way to die to ourselves, to 
take up our cross, especially by 
living our faith courageously 
and by sacrificing for others 
through generous service and 
almsgiving. 

Saints Perpetua and Felicity 
weren’t even Christians yet 
when they were arrested for 
their Christian faith. They were 
catechumens preparing for 
baptism. It was a time of severe 
persecution of the Church, but 
they pursued baptism even 
though they knew how dan-
gerous it would be. They were 
both baptized while in prison. 

They went forward with the 
conviction of St. Paul expressed 
in chapter eight of his letter to 
the Romans that we heard in 
the first reading today. St. Paul 
wrote (and this is one of my 
favorite passages in the Bible): 
“If God is for us, who can be 
against us?” He wrote that 
nothing in this world has the 
power to separate us from the 
love of Christ: not anguish, or 
distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
the sword. Saints Perpetua and 
Felicity died by the sword, but 
that did not separate them from 
the love of Christ. Jesus raised 
them up to the glory of heaven. 
With Him, by His power, they 
conquered death: This is impor-
tant for us to remember when 
we feel hardship and sufferings 
in our lives — that nothing and 
no one can “separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” 

Perpetua and Felicity are 
patron saints of mothers and 
expectant mothers. St. Perpetua 
was from a wealthy family. Not 
long before she was arrested, 
she gave birth to a baby boy. 
She was devastated when 
arrested and taken to prison 
because she was separated 
from her infant son. She was 
overjoyed when they allowed 
her family to bring her baby 

into the 
prison 
where 
she could 
nurse 
him and 
care for 
him. Yet 
she knew 

she would not live to raise her 
child. 

St. Felicity was not from a 
wealthy family. In fact, she 
was a slave. She was preg-
nant when she was arrested 
and gave birth to a baby girl 
just two days before her mar-
tyrdom. It was a consolation 
to her that another Christian 
woman in Carthage would raise 
her beautiful little daughter. 

I think the hardest and most 
painful sacrifice these two 
young mothers experienced 
was that they would not be 
able to raise their beloved chil-
dren. They could have if they 
would have worshipped the 
Roman gods, but they refused 
to commit the sin of idolatry 
because of their love for Jesus. 

May Saints Perpetua and 
Felicity pray for us and for the 
Church today that we may be 
steadfast and courageous in 
our Christian lives!  We will be, 
by God’s grace, if we have St. 
Paul’s strong conviction that 
Saints Perpetua and Felicity 
also had, that nothing and no 
one “can separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  

PUERI CANTORES, from page 1 Bishop Blesses New Installment 
at Ganser Farm 

Troy Ganser’s devotion to 
St. Michael has unveiled 
itself in numerous ways 

throughout his life. The angelic 
saint inspired both Ganser’s 
confirmation name and the 
name of one of his sons. The 
name also came to him in the 
form of a favorite uncle. St. 
Michael inspired him once 
again when several parishes 
returned to the tradition of 
praying the St. Michael the 
Archangel prayer at the end of 
Mass. 

This devotion to St. Michael 
culminated in the design of a 
new sculpture at Ganser’s fun 
farm, which Today’s Catholic 
initially covered in late 2021 
(todayscatholic.org/artist-
building-a-legacy-of-faith). 
The fun farm, a Ganser-made 
village of whimsical, kid-
oriented attractions, is located 
on nearly 30 acres of land in 
rural New Haven, and is avail-
able for special events. The 
site includes everything from 
an inhabitable giant shoe to 
a pirate ship. Dinosaurs have 
even been known to make an 
appearance.

On Friday, March 10, Bishop 
Rhoades went to the fun farm 
to bless this new installment 
on the property. 

The process to create this 
intricate piece was anything 
but easy. Ganser had initially 
begun preliminary design work 
on the sculpture with an artist, 
but that partnership ultimately 
disbanded. 

“Then the pandemic 
happened,” said Ganser. 
“Everything kind of froze for 
a little while and all that time 
I sought some type of a solu-
tion. It ended up being another 
example of ‘What can I figure 
out myself?’” 

Then, a metal sign manufac-
turer that Ganser encountered 
offered to laser cut a custom 
design for his project. After 
that, the pieces began coming 
together. 

Ganser said, “Then I found 
another guy — a second guy 
who could weld it all together, 
including the armature, and 
then a third person who could 
powder coat everything so it 
would be weatherproof. Now, 
there is a fourth guy who will 
be putting in lighting to light it 
up.” 

Ganser admitted that per-
haps his pride made him think 
that he would find one person 
to “just take care of it all,” add-
ing that God is “developing 
another part of my character.” 

As for what the future holds, 
Ganser said that he would like 
to continue exploring similar 
sculptures, maybe with arch-
angels Raphael and Gabriel, or 
perhaps the addition of Mary 

and other statements of faith. 
“I really do try to be open to 

the Holy Spirit, and I want to 
promote others. I want to work 
with others and help them 
shine and [I can] take a back-
seat, take a humble approach 
to it. So, I’m working on my 
patience about that with all the 
things that we’re doing, and 
really trying to discern, ‘What 
am I supposed to be doing? 
Is this God’s plan for me to 
carry out or wait and see?’ I 
have a sense of urgency about 
life. Nothing’s promised, who 
knows?” 

Ultimately, Ganser said, he 
wants to look back on his life 
and say, “Wow, I can’t believe 
I did that, and use every bit of 
blessing and talent that God 
gave me at the highest level. 
Hopefully, I can keep trying to 
bring about the way the earth 
was intended to be before it 
became a fractured universe 
with sin entering into it.” 

BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

Ganser’s fun farm owner Troy Ganser demonstrates how visitors can stand in 
the new sculpture of St. Michael to have their photo taken appearing as if to 
have wings and be holding a sword and shield.

Photos by Joshua Schipper
Bishop Rhoades blesses the new sculpture devoted to St. Michael at Ganser’s fun farm in New Haven on Friday, March 10.

More  
photos are  
available at  
www.todayscatholic.org
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